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TO THI 

PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS 
OF THE LONDON SOCIETY, 

FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE JEWS. 



Mt Lords and Gentlemen, 

Though it may appear not 

only presumptuous, but also at variance with established 
custom, to dedicate to you, and without your permission. 
Letters addressed to others; yet, regarding you as the 
constituted national patrons and instructers of the Jews, 
there can surely be no impropriety, in a friend to the cause 
in whidi you are so honourably engaged, recommending 
the following Letters to your notice, if not to your pa- 
tronage. 

If there should be any thing in them likely to forward 
your benevolent view, it may, through your aid, receive 
additional weight. If, on the contrary, these Letters 
* should contain any thing likely to impede your plans, you 
>>>Ay9 by exposing the fallacy of the principles they advo- 
cate, counteract what you may deem their evil tendency. 

Considering the melancholy state oi gross darkness and 
crime in which Christians, as well as Pagans, have lived for 
a long series of ages, neither laws nor religion having been 
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Mt Lcbob and GeNTLEM£K, 

Though it may appear not 
only presumptuous, but also at variance with established 
custom, to dedicate to you, and without your permission. 
Letters addressed to others; yet, regarding you as the 
constituted national patrons and instructers of the Jews, 
there can surely be no impropriety, in a friend to the cause 
in whidi you are so honourably engaged, recommending 
the following Letters to your notice, if not to your pa^ 
tronage. 

If there should be any thing in them likely to forward 
your benevolent view, it may, through your aid, receive 
additional weight. If, on the contrary, these Letters 
* should contain any thing likely to impede your plans, you 
noays by exposing the fallacy of the principles they advo- 
cate, counteract what you may deem their evil tendency. 

Considering the melancholy state oi£ross darkness and 
crime in which Christians, as well as Pagans, have lived for 
a long series of ages, neither laws nor reli^on having been 
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able to avert crime : considering, also, the ascertained fact, 
from prophecy, that the Sons of Israel are the divinely ap. 
pointed religious instructen of GentUe nations ; * the wis- 
dom and humanity of your Society become equally cop* 
spicuous : soii, among ifee many religious^and^hUanthropic 
tocieties established c^ late years, yours presents strong 
claims to public patrcmage dnd support: 

On the elevated ground you occupy, as the teachers and 
instructers of those who* are- the divinely appointed in« 
structers of the whole Gentile world, it is peculiarly neces* 
sarj that you should. ase«rtain whether the ground you 
occupy is firm and tenable.; whether you can lay before the 
Jew&sttch a statement/of. Christian doctrines,, and also a. 
copy of the. Chnstiau and Jewish Scriptures, so ^oorrect^asr 
to enable, you. boldly, to. addiress them in the laag^ag^x^£. 
our Saviour: ^^If^ye hear not Moses and the j:p:o|)hets^f 
neither will ye be. persuaded though one rose froB» the- 
dsad.** 

Believing that in the seed of Abraham all the nations of 
the. earth mlljifudly be blessed ;. believing,, with yjaa^ that 
the conversion of the Jews must precede that of thC' Gren- 
tilesr;. anticipating.tbe samQ happy^ and gloraous result as 
yourselves from, this conversion, namely,, the peace and 
amelioration of the. whole • world ; agreeing in so many 
particulars,. I can surely stand in no need ' of apology for 
dedicating these Letters to you. 

* See a Sermon preached before the London Society for promoting 
Christianity among dw Jfewr, April 18^v 1922^ by tibe H^wGeovge 
Stanley •Faber^Bi D; 




Ae out most gracious Sovereign, aided by the counsels 
of ' enlightened and humane ministers, is strengthening the 
bonds of social union, by the removal of civil disabilities 
from all Christians on account of their religious opinions ; 
permit me respectfully, yet earnestly, to recommend to 
your Society to interest itself in obtaining the aame favour 
for our Jewish brethren. — Permit me, with equal respect 
and earnestness, to entreat you to endeavour to obtain for 
them admission into our two national universities. Chris- 
timity u aisuredky founded ufton a rock, and could not^ 
tiiene&re, be endangered by their adimasiuD. If you really I 
believe that they are jdestiued to convert Gentile nations t^,.l 
Christianity, it surely is not only expedient, but a poeitivf. f 
duty to aSbrd them the very best means of obtaining Chrift- I 
tiao instFuctJoH, -and such a measure would powerfully c 
operate with the Jewish schools yoti have so laudabhr J 
established. 

Sincerely wishing, with you, the conversion of the Jev9 I 
to the religion of Jesus Christ, as soon, and by whatever! 
means it may please the Almighty to accomplish his pur- 
pose, I subscribe myself, , 

My Lords and Getjtlemen, 

Vour most obedient ^ ' 

and humble Servant, ' 
THE AUTHOR. 
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LETTER I. 



INTRODUCTORY. 



<< And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, 
nor dork t but it ahaU be one day which shall be known to the Lobd, not 
daj, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be 
U^ti And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jem* 
salenit half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder 
sea ; in summer and in winter shall it be. And the Lord shall be king over 
all the earth i in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one."—* 



Sib, 

Intending to address your coun- 
ttymen on the subjects contained in the following 
Letters, I read with great pleasure, in a public 
paper,* a speech said to have been delivered by 
you at a Meeting of Jews and Christians in Lon- 
don, in the month of May last The benevolent 
and enlightened principles you therein express, 
have induced me to address my Letters to you 
individually, as well as to your brethren generally; 
a liberty I trust you will readily excuse, though 
personally a stranger to you, as I am to almost 
every individual of your nation. Thus, circum- 
stanced, I think I need not apologise for troubling 

* See the World Newspaper, of May 28, 1828. 
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you with a short account of the person who is 
now venturing publicly to address you and your 
brethren, on a subject, of all others, the most im- 
portant to the temporal and eternal welfare of all 
mankind. 

During a considerable portion of a life, now 
^t approaching to the common period allotted 
to man, I have served in the British Navy, in 
which I attained the rank of a Captain nearly 
twenty years ago. After li\4ng some years in 
retirement, from reading the Jewish and Christian 
Scriptures, I became convinced that no believer 
in either, could, consistently with his sacred duty 
to God, make what is called the profession of arms, 
or, in other words, the killing of his brethren for 
hire, a trade to live by. 

When the will of Jehovah can be ascertained, 
or what is believed to be his revealed will, the 
humble and sincere worshipper, whatever may be 
his theological creed, has no choice,— obedience, 
implicit obedience, becomes his bounden duty. 
For his encouragement, and what greater encou- 
ragement could Jew or Christian wish for, he 
knows that Jehovah, by his prophet, hath said^ 
" Them that honour me I will honour, and they 
that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.** * Im- 
pressed with the superlative importance of obtain- 
ing the approbation of Jehovah, I did not long 
hesitate, but in obedience to what I considered a 



* 1 Samuel ii. 30. 
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duty, I relinquished a situation of honour and 
emolument — a situation which I had attained by 
long and faithful services — a situation which was, 
in many respects, highly agreeable and conve- 
nient to me. 

My reasons for so unusual a step have been 
some time before the world ; and as your speech, 
already aUuded to, contained sentiments very 
similar to those expressed in my * Apology* for 
withdrawing from the profession of arms, I de- 
termined on addressing these Letters to you, 
and I think myself singularly happy in address- 
ing them to one who must be regarded with 
sentiments of esteem and respect, by all Christians 
and Jews who are lovers of truth. 

I think it necessary further to state that, like 
you, I am a worshipper of Jehovah, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac* and Jacob, — the God and the 
beneficent parent not only of Jews and Christians, 
biit of all the nations and peoples on earth ; the 
God whom Jesus Christ (as well as Moses) com- 
manded his foDowers to worship. This worship 
I believe to be the foundation-stone of all religion, 
and every deviation from it I regard as a species 
of idolatry, and an indignity offered to Jehovah, 
as much as you, or any pne can do ; and I have 
for several years carefully abstained from attending 
toy place of religious worship where any God, 
save Jehovah, was worshipped. 

In endeavouring, therefore, to persuade my 
Jewish brethren to become Christians, I shall not, 

B S 
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like the Trinitarian, have occasion to affront their 
understandings by an attempt to shew that " the 
prophet like unto Moses," is the great Jeho- 
vah, but only that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Christ, or the anointed of God ; he of whom Isaiah 
said, "Behold my servant whom I uphold."* 
Strange as it may appear to you, that men of en- 
lightened understandings should for a moment 
entertain propositions so evidently at variance 
with reason and common sense as that Jehovah, 
his prophet^ and his servant^ are one and the same ; 
yet this the Trinitarian believes: He believes, 
according .to Lord Bacon, who was himself a Trini- 
tarian, "Three to beone, and one three ; a Father 
not to be older than his son, a son to be equal 
with his Father ; and one proceeding from both, to 
be equal with both. He believes three persons in 
one nature, and two natures in one person. He 
believes a virgin to be the mother of a son, and 
that very son of hers to be her Maker ; he be- 
lieves him to have been shut up in a narrow room, 
whom heaven and earth cannot contain. He 
believes him to have been a weak child, carried in 
arms, who is almighty ; and- him once to have 
been dead, who only hath life and immortality in 
himself." f 

Were it necessary for me, like the Trinitarian, to 
reconcile inconsistencies, or rather, impossibilities. 



* Isaiah Ixii. 1. t See Letters by the Author, to the Rev. James 
Kichardson, pages 79, 80. 



sucli as I have stated, I should never have taken 
up my pen to address you. Such absurdities. 
for they deserve no othier name, may belong 
to polytheism, but certainly not to the re- 
ligion taught by Jesus. That Christians depart 
fix>m the pure spiritual worship of Jehovah, 
will, I think, appear to you more than pro- 
bable^ from the following extract. Dr. Burgh, 
who wrote in defence of the doctrine of the Trin- 
ityi says, 

** The goodness of God and that gracious indulgence, 
with wluch be has consulted the infirmities of our state, 
is in this respect, also, very strongly displayed, that he 
took manhood on him, in order to give a sensible object of 
worship to mankind, incapable of forming any adequate 
idea of the abstract God, whose qualities are of a nature 
incotnprehensible by our minds. The world, merged in 
idolatry, at the time of his incarnation, was mercifully 
indulged with an object of sense ; to whom, even by the 
exertion of the same faculties, by which they had adopted- 
and adored idols, they could prefer worship without the 
imputation of idolatry.*" * 

As the work of Dr. Burgh was highly approved 
by the orthodox, and as the University of Ox- 
ford conferred on him a Doctor's degree as a 
testimony of their approbation of his work, I 
think we may reasonably conclude, that men are 
fer fallen from the pure spiritual worship of Jeho- 



* See Letters by the Author, to the Rev. James Richardson, 
pages 57, 58. 
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VAH, ;ind tliat in one of the first seminaries of 
learning in the world, a sensible object of worship 
is inculcated, in violation of the spirit of the com- 
mand given to you by Moses {Deut. iv. 12 — IS.) 

The orthodox system, indeed, not only incul- 
cates the worsliip of a sensible object, but it favours 
polytheism, by teaching men to worship three per- 
sons, each of whom it affirms to be God omnipo- 
tent, God the Father is worshipped as the 
Creator, God the Son as the Redeemer, and God 
the Holy Ghost as the Sanctifier of the world. 
Here the Christian is early instructed to worship 
three Gods. Hut if we call them persons, the first 
principle of religion (Deut. v. 7) is still invaded. 
One of these is sent, another is the sender; one is 
given, another is the giver ; one is the intercessor, 
and another hears the intercession ; one takes flesh, 
another never becomes incarnate. Three persons 
thus discriminated, are as truly three objects to 
the mind, as if they were plainly acknowledged to 
be three distinct and separate divinities. 

If the Protestant churches of Europe have thus 
departed from the pure spiritual worship of Je- 
hovah, we shall find that the Greek and Romish 
churches have equally erred in the first principle 
of religion. And it may perhaps safely be affirmed 
I that Jews are the only nation who have adhered 
I to the pure spiritual worship of Jehovah, and to 
them is allotted the high and honourable employ- 
ment of bringing all nations from idolatry to the 
worship of Jehovah. " Living waters shall go 



out from Jerusalem, half of them tovvarJ tiie 
former sea, and half of them toward the hinder 
sea; in summer and in winter shall it be. And. 
the Lord shall be king over all the earth : in tliat 
day shall there be one Lord, and his name one." ^ 

By living tcaters, I apprehend, is meant the 
religion to be projragated by the RIessiah, or that . 
knowledge of the Lord wliich is to "cover the, 
earth." This is to bo propagated by Jews ; thff, 
living waters are to go out o'l Jerusalem. By the , 
former sea is (probably) meant the Jews living in < 
ft state of ignorance of the true Messiah ; and by . 
the hinder sea, the Gentiles or all the other nations . 
of the earth. Christian or Pagan, that shall not have, 
acknowledged " Jehovah to be king over all the 
earth, and his name one." This applies to the " 
evening time, when // shall be light. By the ex-, 
pression " in sumnier and in winter it shall he," is;, 
probably meant that, at the period alluded to, the , 
flow of rehgious knowledge shall be constant and ■ 
uninterrupted, till the absolute supremacy and 
unity of Jehovah shall be universally established. 

When the prophet says, " In that day that the 
light shall not be clear 7ior dark," he appears to 
draw a lively picture of the present religious state 
of the world : we have much individual piety and 
knowledge, but it is partial, the light is not clear ; , 
we have much vice and ignorance, but the light , 
is not extinguished ; along with vice and ignorance 
we have piety ; it is not dark. Tlie melancholy ■ 
fruits of superstition, or of a religion partly true 



and partly &ke, are but too justly stated by your*" 
k1£ You say that in the metropolis of the most 
teligious country in Europe, *^ where the number 
of births were about 30,000 in the year, and the 
^amount of individuals sentenced for transportation, 
exceeded 5,400 during the same period; the 
number of familie&^were about 200,000, and the 
number of females whose mode of life disgraced the 
streets, was between 60,000 and 70,000." These 
facts (though, perhaps, overstated) are as appalling 
as diey are humiliating; and when we consider 
them^ and the^antichristian and belligerent cha- 
racter of Christians, since, as well as before the 
-establishment of Protestantism, we must subscribe 
to the justice of your remark that, ••If the doc- 
trines (xf Christianity are true^ there does not, in 
reality, exist one Christian nation." 

With you, and with many pious and well- 
informed Christians, I do believe that one such 
nation does not exiist ; but stfll I maintain, and 
shall endeavour to prove to you, that the doctrines 
of Christianity are nevertheless true. Not the 
doctrines contained in creeds and artides of faith, 
but those which shine forth in your and our Scrip- 
t^res. To a summary c^ these 1 feel confident you 
will give your assent. •« Hear, O Israel ; the 
Lord our God is one Lord ; and thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all 
thy strength; this is the first commandment 
And tlie second is like, namely this> Thou shalt 



love thy neighbour as thyself." To comply with 
these^ I believe to be more acceptable to God than 
bunit-<ifierings and sacrifices ; or our assent to all 
creeds and confessions of faith. 

On this broad ground, as fellow-worshippers of 
Jehovah, you and I may embrace each other as 
brethren ; and I entreat you, by that endearing 
name, to examine with calmness and impartiality, 
your own Scriptures in conjunction with those of 
the ^ew Testament, in order to ascertain whether 
Jesus was indeed the Messiah. Should you, upon 
examination, find him to have been such, you and 
your nation will have cause to rejoice as if you 
had found a hidden treasure. You will have dis- 
covered the cause of your dispersion and long- 
Qontinued calamities ; and, having discovered the 
cause, you may remove the e£Pect, and conclude 
that the time ^^for your redemption draweth 
nigh;' 

That Jews should entertain strong prejudices 
against Christians is not to be wondered at, con- 
sidering the cruel and oppressive treatment they 
have received, and in some nations continue to 
receive, firom them. Nor is it surprising that they 
should extend their dislike to the Christian Scrip- 
tures, very naturally concluding that these Scrip- 
tures have had no small influence on those who 
profess to believe them, — that they are the bad 
tree which has produced the evil fi-uit. If, how- 
ever, it can be shewn that it is by neglecting, and 
not by obeying those Scriptures ; by the abuse, 
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and not by the practice, of the excellent precepts 
they contain ; that Christians have been led to 
treat you with cruelty and injustice, your pre- 
judices against their religion ought to be abated. 

The safest way for you to obtain correct 
opinions concerning this religion and its author, 
is by a diligent p^sal of your own and the 
Christian Scriptures in connexion with each 
other. Such a study, and an examination of 
the opinions of controversial writers, such as 
Bishop Horsley and Dr. Priestley, will probably 
lead you to the conclusion^ that modem Chris- 
tians are in great error concerning the doctrines 
really taught by Jesus. The difference between 
these doctrines and those taught by Moses and 
your prophets, you will find not to be so great as 
you imagine. You will find that Jesus spoke the 
truth when he said, he " came not to destroy the 
law and the prophets, but to fulfil them." The non- 
fulfilment, therefore, of the prophecies relating to 
the Messiah, is to be attributed to the professors 
of his religion, and not to the religion itself 

This consideration, among many others which 
might be urged, ought to render both Jews and 
Christians humble towards God, and kind towards 
each other. These sentiments, it is to be hoped, 
are beginning to be entertained by both parties, 
and, more than at any former period, they both 
look forward with the eye of faith, to '*the even- 
ing time, when it shall be light f when " living 
waters shall go out of Jerusalem f and when 
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'* there shall be one Liord, and his name one/' 
A friendly meeting of Jews and Christians I 
regard as a most auspicious event. 

Permit me to draw your attention to this latter 
expression of the prophet, " th&ie s/iall be one Je- 
hovah, and his name one'^ " Had he merely 
meant, that in the last days, i^atry, or the worship 
of many gods, should be abolimed, he would hardly 
thus have expressed himself ; and it is surely not 
unreasonable to conclude, from the remarkable 
words in which this prophecy is expressed, that a 
period was to arrive, when not only divers false 
god? were to be worshipped, under their re- 
spective names, but when the true God was to be 
worshipped under divers names, and that both 
these false worships were to cease, at or before 
the predicted period. During more than 1200 
years, the worship of Jehovah, (under three names, 
or as three persons,) each of whom is said to be 
Jehovah, has been actually established in every 
Christian country in Europe. Till, therefore. 
Christians shall be brought to acknowledge that 
there is only one Jehovah, (or, one person that is 
Jehovah,) and worship him as one, or under one 
name, and not under three, it appears to me that 
this prophec}' applies to them, as well as to those 
who worship more gods than one ; and that they 
have both to be reclaimed by those living waters 
that have yet to flow from Jerusalem. If the 
inspired prophet had had the creeds of the or- 
thodox of the present day laid before him, he 
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could scarcely have condemned the triune apostacy 
in plainer terras." * The Christian Scriptures are 
equally explicit, and for a further commentary on 
this part of the prophecy, permit me to refer you 
to the pamphlet from which the foregoing extract 
is made. 

The pious Jew^ill looks forward to the re- 
demption and rest^tion of his nation, through 
the mediation, or under the reign of the Messiah. 
During eighteen centuries, you and your fore- 
fathers have in vain indulged in hopes that the 
siSre promises of God would be fulfilled to the 
. descendants of Abraham, but the realization of 
these hopes still eludes your expectation, and 
you painfully experience that "hope deferred 
maketh the heart sick." 

The situation of the pious Christian, also^ is 
not very dissimilar from that of his Jewish bro- 
ther. He in vain attempts the conversion of the 
heathen nations. With a zeal deserving applause, 
the missionary endeavours to convert ** the wil- 
derness into a fruitful field." But the time, alas, 
seems as distant to the Christian as to the Jew, 
when men shall cease to learn war^ and shall 
dwell without fear, " every man under his vine, 
and under his fig-tree/' 

* See a Letter addressed by the Author, to the lUv. Geo. Stanley 
Faher, on his Sermon preached in St. Paul's Church, before the 
London Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews, on 
April 18, 1822. This Letter is contained in a Supplement to a 
series of Letters to the Rev. James Richardson, on his " Vindication 
of the Athanasian Creed." 
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Before 1 proceed to explain to you the grounds 
on which I believe that Jesus was the Messiah ; 
or, in other words, why I am a Christian, I will 
briefly state to you what Christianity is not, and, 
also, what it really is. 

Christianity, then, is not a religion which 
teaches that God is three, andhis name three, or 
that lie is a triune God ; butWiat '*heis one^ and 
Jm name one.*' — That " The Lord our God is one 
Lord."* — ^That "Tb us titer e is hut one God, the 
Faiherr 

It is not a religion which teaches that Jesus 
Christ is of the same substance or essence as the 
great Jehovah ; but that he is one in council 
and benevolent design with him, in the same 
manner as his Apostles were with himself. This 
Jesus explains when he says *' The glory which 
thou gavest me I have given them ; that they may 

be ONE, EVEN AS WE ARE ONE." 

It is not a religion depending on mysteries,-*- 
mysteries **so awfully stupendous, that reason 
staipds aghast, and faith herself is half confound- 
ed ;" * but so plain that " the way-faring men, 
though fools, shall not err therein." 

It is not a religion which teaches that God 
forgives men on account of the merits of Christ ; 
or because they are the descendants of Abraham ; 
or because a righteous man has suffered the 
penalty due to sinners ; or that his righteousness 
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itill be imputed to others ; but it teaches plainly 
that **The righteousness of the righteous shall 
be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked 
shall be upon him." (Ezek. xviii. 20.) " And 
that it shall be our righteousness, if we observe 
to do all these commandments before the Lord 
our God^ as he h^ commanded us." (Deut. 
vi. 25.) ChristianRy plainly teaches, though 
men may wish to evade the awful truth, *' That 
every man shall receive -according to the deeds 
done in the flesh ;" that " as a man sows he shall 
also reap ;" and " that he only that doeth right- 
eousness is righteous." 

It is not a religion which tells its votaries thaj;, 
" They may lawfully wear weapons and serve in 
war at the commandment of magistrates," as JTal- 
lible as themselves ; but a religion which en- 
forces the divine command, " Thou shalt do nd 
murder." It teaches men "not to resist evil,*^ 
and to leave the work of vengeance to Jehovah ; 
it so powerfully enforces justice, judgment, and 
mercy, that, when it shall have taken root in th6 
minds of men, it will compel them to abandon 
revenge, and beat their swords into ploughshares. 

It is not a religion which, like the Catholic, the 
Greek, or the Protestant religion, requires of 
menf a servile obedience to theii* priests, or dproii^ 
tratim of the mderstdnding'l^ birf it li a reti^otf 
which courts examination, and calls iipoti men to 

* See Dr. Howley's Primary Visitation Charge^ when appointed 
Bishop of London. 
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exercise their understandings, and to examine 
the Scriptures, (that is your Scriptures,) and 
ascertain from them whether Christianity is true 
or false. 

It is not, therefore, like the religions of ancient 
Greece and Rome, a religion devised by crafty 
politicians, or like the presait church of Rome, 
a church and state religio^ to make men the 
servile flatterers and slaves of those in power ; 
but it is a religion that will subdue principalities, 
thrones^ and powers, to its benignant sway. It 
is a religion calculated to make rulers honest, and 
subjects submissive, " rendering unto Cassar, the 
things that are Caesar's, and unto God, the things 
that are God V 

It is not your own religion rendered ipfipure 
and invalid by an admixture of Grecian or Ro- 
man superstitions ; but it is your own religion 
confirmed and ratified in all its most excellent 
and important doctrines, with the additional com- 
piandment, that men shall love their enemies: 
and, especially, it is a religion which contains a 
clear and explicit revelation of the glorious doc- 
trine of a resurrection from the dead. 

Lastly, it is not, like the religion of Moses, a 
religion adapted for one particular period or na- 
tion, or for the infancy of the world ; but it is a 
religion calculated alike for the rich and the poor ; 
for the learned and the ignorant ; for ages of gross 
darkness ; and for " That day that the light shall 
not he clear nor dark ;" for " the evening time 
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when it shall he light r and for the time when 
Christians, who have apostatized from the truth, 
together with Jews and Pagan nations, shall ac- 
knowledge the celestial truth, that '' there is one 
Jehovah, and his name one." 

Such is the religion to which, and to its divine 
Author, I earnestly and affectionately entreat your 
candid and dilig^nV^ inquiry. It is^ you must 
allow, a religion every way deserving your most 
serious attention and examination, if what I have 
said concerning it be true, as I hope to be able to 
shew to you that it is. That such a religion 
riiould have become debased and polluted, in 
passing through the hands of Greeks and Ro- 
mans, is a subject greatly to be re^^tted, f][)^t;^ 
certainly not to be wondered at. Mankind^ in jail «^ 
ages, have been averse to the pure spiritual wor- 
ship of an invisible Spirit ; in all ages, as with 
Christians at present, an oljject of sem^ has been 
preferred to the invisible Jehovah. The history 
of your nation supplies many instances of this 
kind which I need not point out to you ; and it 
was not till after the Babyloniaili captivity, that 
your countrymen were cured ot this propensity. 
Concerning the early corruptions of Christianity, 
I would recommend you to read the works of 
Dr. Priestley, not neglecting, at the same time, 
those of his opponent. Bishop Horsley. You are 
more likely than Christians hot to be warped by 
prejudice in forming your estimate .of thei Jpaexi^, 
or demerits, of these celebrated controversialists. 
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Every pious and thinking man, whether Jew 
or Christian, must feel convinced, that the om- 
nipotent Creator never afflicts but for wise and 
benevolent purposes. As his favours to your 
natioh have been great, and as you are not 
more wicked and immoral than other nations, it 
seems reasonable to suppose, that the signal chas- 
tisements inflicted upon you, are not only for 
your benefit, but that you are now suffering on 
oeoauLnlt €(• 96me special act of disobedience, not 
imputadile to other nations ; for you are afflicted ' 
in ft «ay different from every other people. You 
are become, as was foretold, ^' a by- word among 
nations." To what more probable cause, permit 
meto^aak, can you attribute your present dis«i 
peiisipQ luxd calamities, than to your rejection of 
of ^fitt prophet to whom Moses commanded you. 
to hearken f Is it not, then, peculiarly yoiu* in- 
terest, as well as your duty, to inform yourselves 
minutely of every particular concerning Chris- 
tianity and its Author ? It is pre-eminently so ; 
for fb' your nation is reserved not only the hap- 
pinesii' of being restored to the land of your fore- 
fathers, but the high and distinguished honour of 
rendering the religion of the Messiah^ a blessing 
to all the nations of the earth. The remarks of 
the learned and rev. G. S. Faber, being strictly 
applicable, permit me to give you them in his 
own words. 

After quoting Isaiah ii. 1 — 3, he says, 

c 
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" From this passage we learn, that the. figurative Uy>i\g^^ 
waters, which flow from the temple immediately after the 
restoration of the Jews, are, in truth, the law and the word 
of the Lord ; which similarly and at the very same period, 
go forth from Jerusalem and mount Zion, and which simi- 
larly, and at the very same period, bring about the healingy 
or the life, or the conversion of all nations. Nor can we 
allow, agreeably to the once prevalent, mischievous humour 
of what was called spirittudizinff the prophecies^ that the 
present Gentile Christian Church is spoken of in the pre- 
dictions which have been cited. Isaiah is careful to tell us^ 
that the wordy which he saw^ concerned Judah cmd Jerusa^ 
lent : * and the whole context of the oracles of Zechariah, 
Joel, and Ezekiel, proves, I think indisputably, that they 
are incapable of any other application than to God^s ancient 
people, now happily converted and restored. 

" The same remark may be made upon another well- 
known prophecy of Isaiah ; which, by the process of spirit- 
ualization, has often been perverted from the literal house 
of Israel to the Christian Church, already gathered from 
among the Gentiles. 

** Arise, shine ; for thy light is come^ and the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, darkness shall 
cover the earth, and gross darkness the people ; but the 
Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon 
thee : and the Gentiles shall come to thy light ; and kings 
to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round 
about, and see : all they gather themselves together, they 
come to thee : thy sons shall come from far, and thy daugh- * 
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ters shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt see, and 
flow together ; ai^ thy heart shall fear and be enlarged : 
because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto 
thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee/' ♦ 

Mr. Faba* infers frona this, and various other 
prophecies, thj^t " the converted Jews are destined, 
in the unsearchable wisdom of God, to be the 
finally successful missionaries to the Gentile world :" 
and he assigns this as the cause of the failure of 
missionary exertions among Pagan nations. As 
a minister of a church, which in its doctrines he 
considers orthodox and free from Pagan or Popish 
errors, he, as might be expected, takes it for grant- 
ed that this church does not stand in need of 
conversion. But the prophet Zechariah gives us 
to understand that the living waters, which are 
to issue from Jerusalem, are to be for the benefit 
of all those who do not acknowledge Jehovah to 
be king over all the earth, that he is one . and his 
name is one. This seems strictly to apply to all 
nations usually denominated Christians. All these 
practically deny that Jehovah is king over all 
the earth ; they set him and his sacred laws at 
defiance, and so far from admitting that he is 
one and his name one, they have every where pro- 
daimed that he is three ; that he consists of three 
persons, to each of whom is assigned separate and 
distinct offices : they also maintain that his name 



* Isaiah Ix. 1—5. 
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is three, and have daringly invented a new name 
for the great Jehovah, that your fathers probably 
never even heard of. 

To maintain that your nation, despised and re- 
jected as tlie outcast of all nations, should be the 
divinely appointed religious instructors of Christ- 
ian nations, — of nations who possess so many and 
great advantages over you in learning and power, 
may expose me to tlie derision and contempt of 
the learned and unlearned, of the religious and 
profane. This conduct of Jehovah would, 
however, be in accordance with his plans in reveaU 
ing his will by Jesus and his humble followers. 

Idolatry, or the worship of a sensible object, wal 
the great and besetting sin of your forefathera; 
and against this sin the denunciations of JehovaH 
were peculiarly directed. Every crime of whicii 
your nation was guilty, almost every calamity 
which it suffered, prior to the Babylonian captivi- 
ty, may he attributed to its deserting the worship 
of Jehovah, and preferring an object of sensg. 
The sufferings of many Christian nations hav^ 
been very little inferior to yours ; is it not, there- 
fore, reasonable to suppose that their idolatry, in 
worshipping a sensible object, may be one great 
cause of God's displeasure against them? or that 
this idolatry, by promoting infidelity, and nurtur- 
ing vice, is the great predisposing cause of war^ 
and their various concomitant evils, which have 
so long disgraced the Clinstian name, and deluged 
the world with human blood. 
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Considering your nation as not only the highly- 
honoured instrument of preaching the Gospel of 
Peace to Pagan nations, but also as the appointed 
regenerators of Christians, who have apostatized 
from their first faith, permit me earnestly, and 
with the most sihtere affection, to urge you 
to engage with diligence and good-will, in the 
^orious work which is allotted to you. Hasten 
to prodaim to erring Christians, that Jehovah, 
the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob ; the 
God and Father of Jesus Christ, is simply and ab- 
solutely ONE, the blessed and only Potentate *; 
that there is no God, in the proper sense of the 
word, with himf, nor like him, :|: nor equal to 
him ; § and consequently, that he alone is the 
true object of supreme and religious adoration. [| 

I cannot hope that the perusal of the following 
letters will of themselves produce in you a con- 
viction that Jesus is the Messiah ; if they lead 
you, or any of your nation, to a diligent perusal 
of the Christian Scriptures, my utmost expecta- 
tions will be answered. 

Accept, Sir, my prayers that Jehovah may 
bless you and your nation ; that all the prophecies 
concerning your future glory may be accomplish- 
ed ; and that through you, all the nations of the 
earth may be hle&sed ; and, whether Pagans, who 



* Deut. vi. 4. ; Mark xii. 29. ; 1 Con viii. 4 — 6. • 1 Tim. vi. J 5. 
+ Deut. xxxiL 39. ; J Isaiah xlvi. i — 9. ; § Isaiah xl. 25. ; 
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know not Jehovah, Jews, who acknowledge not 
Jesus as the Messiah, or Christians, who have apos- 
tatized from their faith, and worship an object of 
sense, may they all, by living waters which shall 
go out from Jerusalem^ i. e. by the preaching 
of converted Jews, be brought to acknowledge 
that " Jehovah is king over all the earth ;" 
^that he is one and his name one;" that to 
all, Jews^ Christians, Mohammedans^ or Pagans, 
" there is but one God, the Father.'* 

I remain, &c. 



LETTER II. 



ON THE INTERNAL EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. 



** Hear, O Israel ; the Lord our God is one Lobd, and thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength. This is the first commandment. And the 
second is like, namely, this : Thou shalt love thy neighbour as ihyselC*' 
DeuU vi 4. 5. ; Mark xii. 29 — 31. 



Sir, 

The evidences of the truth of re- 
vealed religion have engaged the pens of so many 
men of learning and piety, and the subject has 
been discussed in so many works, — in extended 
and elaborate, as well as in compressed ones, — 
that it appears to be exhausted. All, therefore, 
that I shall here attempt, will be to select a few of 
the most popular evidences, and place them before 
you in an epistolary form. 

The internal evidences of the Christian religion 
are necessarily, in many important particulars, of 
the same kind as those of the Jewish religion ; ow- 
ing to the similarity and close connexion there is 
between the two religions. If the internal eviden- 
ces in favour of your religion shew it to be highly 
probable that it is of divine origin, from its being 
suited to the state of the world when it was pro- 
mulgated ; the Christian religion has a similar 

c 4 
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claim to regard, from being suited to a state of 
more advanced learning and civilization : and par- 
ticularly from the excellency of its moral pre- 
cepts, which are admirably fitted to realize those 
universal blessings your prophecies lead us to ex- 
pect, in the latter ages of the world. 

These precepts, instead of prescribing the aus- 
terities of the cloister, the solitude of the hermit, 
or the wanderings and privations of the pilgrim, 
are calculated to fit us for social intercourse, to 
correct the errors, and reform the vices, which, 
from our propensity to do evil, and our erroneous 
systems of education, have for ages past prevailed 
in the world. These precepts teach us to worship 
Jehovah " in spirit and in truth ;" to love him 
with all the energies of our souls ; to make his 
revealed will our primary law ; to " render unto 
Caesar the things which are Caesar's, and unto God 
the things which are God's." The precepts of 
Jesus take a more extensive range than the law 
delivered by Moses, not only commanding us to 
love our neighbour as ourselves, but designating 
every human being as our neighbour. They com- 
mand us to love even our enemies ; to abstain 
from revenge ; to return blessing for cursing ; good 
for evil ; they teach us to be pure in heart ; to 
submit patiently to persecution; to be peace- 
makers ; not to resist evil, but to abstain from re- 
venge ; and to be merciful to others to the greatest 
possible extent ; even as God is merciful unto us. 

The Christian Scriptures lay down laws suited 
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to the most advanced state of civilization ; for 
governors and the governed ; for ministers and for 
their flocks ; for husbands and wives ; for parents 
and chOdren. If these laws were obeyed univer- 
sally^ the certain consequences would be, that the 
prophecies concerning the reign of the Messiah 
would receive their accomplishment. There would 
be no unjust oppression ; slavery and tyranny 
would oease; rulers would become just, and sub- 
jects submissive and contented ; parents faithful 
and afiectionate ; children dutiful ; neighbours 
blessings to each other ; ministers of religion the 
friends and fathers of their flocks ; men would 
" ceased to learn war'* and " beat their swords into 
ploughshares." 

Regarding these results as not only highly 
probable, but certain, I am led to believe that 
the religion taught by Jesus is of divine origin ; 
atid, consequently, that its Author is the great 
prophet like unto Moses, unto whom your fathers 
were commanded to hearken ; that he is the 
Messiah, or, the Anointed of God. 

A great part of what is here advanced in favour 
of Christianity, you will perhaps tell me, applies 
strictly to your religion. To the truth of this I 
readily and joyfully assent ; for this resemblance 
between the two religions shews that Jesus in 
reality came not to destroy your moral law, but to 
enforce and fulfil it ; and, therefore, affords more 
rational hopes of your conversion ; or at least of 
your being prevailed upon to examine the evi- 
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dence in favour of his Messiahship. But Christi- 
anity, permit me to say, has higher claims to your 
acceptance than the religion of Moses. 

As Moses told your fathers that a prophet like 
unto himself was to be raised up in the latter 
days, and that you were to hearken unto him, it 
may be inferred that this prophet was to reveal 
something, or deliver some command, which 
Jehovah did not think proper to reveal at that 
time by Moses. Effectually, we find the glorious 
doctrine of a resurrection from the dead establish- 
ed on solid grounds. Thus Christianity gives us 
more cheering and exalted ideas than Judaism, of 
the paternal character of Jehovah ; not limiting 
his goodness to time or nation, but extending it 
to all nations and to the end of time. " Since its 
introduction," says Dr. Channing ; "human nature 
has made great progress, and society experienced 
great changes ; and in this advanced condition of 
the world, Christianity, instead of losing its ap- 
plication and importance, is found to be more and 
more congenial and adapted to man's nature and 
, wants. Men have outgrown the other institutions 
of that period when Christianity appeared; its 
philosophy, its modes of warfare, its policy, its 
public and private economy ; but Christianity has 
never shrunk as intellect has opened, but has al- 
ways kept in advance of men's faculties, and un- 
folded nobler views, in proportion as they have 
ascended. The highest powers and affections, 
which our nature has developed, find more than 
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adequate objects in this religion. Christianity is, 
indeed, fitted to the more improved stages of 
society, to the more delicate sensibilities of refined 
minds, and especially to that dissatisfaction with 
the present state, which always grows with the 
growth of our moral powers and affections. As 
men advance in civilization, they become suscepti- 
ble of mental sufferings, to which ruder ages are 
strangers; and these Christianity isfitted to assuage. 
Imagination and intellect become more restless ; 
and Christianity brings them tranquillity, by the 
eternal and magnificent truths, the solemn and 
unbounded prospects, which it unfolds. This fit- 
ness of our religion to more advanced stages of 
society than that in which it was introduced, 
: seems to me very striking. The religion bears 
, the marks of having come from a being who per- 
fectly understood the human mind, and had power 
-to provide for its progress. This feature of 
Christianity is of the nature of prophecy. It was 
an anticipation of future ages ; and when we con- 
. sider among whom our religion sprung, where, 
but in Gk)d, can we find an explanation of this 
peculiarity r ♦ 
■■' ■ The foregoing remarks apply strictly to the re- 
ligion promulgated by Jesus and his Apostles, but 
by no means to those systems of religion taught 
by the Greek, the Roman, and the Protestant 

* See a Discourse on the Evidences of Revealed Religion, 
'* delivered before the University of Cambridge in America ; reprinted 
la Bristol^— pages 36— 3Q. 
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churches. By the unerring rule given us by Jesus, 
that " a tree is known by its fruits,'* none of these 
deserve the imposing epithets of infallible or or- 
thodox. These epithets have their origin in spiri- 
tual pride and superstition. They belong to a 
" kingdom of this world." Their inseparable atten- 
dants are war, murder, rapine, and a host of crimes 
and vices. But the religion taught by Jesus is 
called, and justly called, "the Gospel of Peace," 
and its divine Author '^ the Prince of Peace." It 
originated in that wisdom that is from above, and, 
like it, " is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits." When this blessed Gospel shall become 
the rule of men's lives, then the conversion of 
Pagan nations may be confidently anticipated ; 
then ** judgement shall dwell in the wilderness, 
and righteousness remain in the fruitful field ;" 
then " my people shall dwell in a peaceable habi- 
tation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting- 
places." As all these and many other blessings 
predicted by your prophets, are to be accomplished 
by the religion, or under the reign of the Messiah, 
he is consequently entitled to a much higher de- 
gree of respect than Moses or any other of your 
prophets. 

You will, perhaps, tell me, that these blessings 
are in reserve for you ; but that they are withheld, 
and the coming of the Messiah delayed, on account 
of the wickedness of yourselves and your fore- 
fathers. As to your own sins, as I have already 
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observed, they are not greater than those of 
Christian nations. In one particular they are 
much less, for you have refrained from war, the 
parent of all crimes. As to the sins of your fore- 
fathers, you may be assured that Jehovah, whose 
anger endureth hut for a moment ^ is not so unjust 
as to punish you for the sins they committed 
before the destruction of Jerusalem. Is it not 
probable that the promised blessings are withheld^ 
I would again affectionately ask you, because your 
fathers rejected the prophet like unto Moses, and 
because ye also refuse "to hearken unto that 
prophet ?" 

Should you tell me that Christians as well as 
Jews are labouring under the divine displeasure, 
and that the non-fulfilment of the prophecies re- 
lating to the Messiah, is a proof of this ; and also 
a proof that Jesus was not the Messiah ; — I admit 
that the Christian, as well as the Jew, may say of 
his religion that *' he looked that it should bring 
forth grapes ; and it brought forth wild grapes." 
To the Jew, because he hath rejected the Messiah. 
To the Christian because, acknowledging him, 
he has cast off his allegiance to him. These things 
are perfectly reconcileable with the prophecies of 
of both the Jewish and Christian prophets, as I 
shall hereafter have occasion more particularly 
to shew. A period ofgro^s darkness ^ as predicted, 
has happened to both ; and the Jailing away of 
Christians from their faith, when brought to the 
test of prophecy, will be found to strengthen the 
internal evidences of Christianity. 
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As the whole world, and particularly Jews and 
Christians, are deeply interested in deciding 
whether Jesus be the Messiah, may they both, 
laying aside their prejudices and animositieSf en- 
deavour to discern the revealed will of Jehovah ; 
and, having discovered it, may they emulate each 
other in obedience to the divine command de- 
livered by Moses, and also by Jesus ; " Hear, O 
Israel ; the Lord our God is one Lord ; and thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart ; 
with all thy soul ; and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength." This is the first com- 
mandment. It is the root of the religion taught 
by Moses. It is also the root of the tree planted 
by Jesus; who came not to destroy the moral 
law. The stem of this tree is, *' Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself." Its branches are faith, 
hope, charity, gentleness, goodness, meekness, tem^ 
perance ; and its fruit, " glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good-will, and universal 
righteousness among men. 

That this glorious religion, established by Jesus, 
and his Apostles, and their successors, was of divine 
origin, may be concluded from its wide and rapid 
spread. For, in about three hundred years, a 
large portion of the inhabitants of Asia Minor, of 
Africa, and of Europe adopted it ; and this not 
only unaided by political power, but in direct 
opposition to it ; and chiefly by the internal evi^ 
deuces of its truth. 

Under the reign of Constantine, Christians ob- 
tained political power ; and Christianity became. 
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like the religion of ancient, and also of modern 
Rome, a "church and state" religion. It be- 
came the handmaid of princes and kings. * Thus 
degraded, thus encumbered with wealth and 
political influence, its divine powers of expansion 
became paralysed ; its pure and simple doctrines 
debased by an admixture of Pagan superstitions; 
and its professors, from being the friends of 
liberty, became hirelings in Pagan armies. In- 
stead of commanding respect, and being dis- 
tinguished for the virtues of meekness, forbear- 
ance, and brotherly love, their priesthood became 
ambitious, rapacious, and servile to those in 
power. These consequences, which have gene- 
rally attended a union of ecclesiastical and po- 
litical power, shew the wisdom of the remark 
made by Jesus, that a rich man could ** hardly 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ;" i. e. become 
a Christian. These consequences point to the 
causes that have impeded the spread of Chris- 
tianity among Pagan nations ; but they do not at 
all affect the internal evidences of its truth. 

Permit me here to recommend to your perusal 
the chapter in Dr. Paley, on the Morality of 
the Gospel. 

I remain, &c. 
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THE CHARACTER OP JESUS, AN EVIDfeWCE Ol^^ 
THE TRUTH OF HIS MISSIOJJ. ' ' "^ 

** He was oppressed, and he was afflicted ; yet he opened liot his mDislht'^ 
he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before his shearfM 1|^^ 
dumb, so he opened not his mouth.** — Isaiah liii. 7. 

The very peculiar character ^ 9^(1^1 
precepts of the religion taught by Jeajii3f 9ii Ji\4tlMf 
superiority, in some important point^i $s.$m^^| 
tioned in my last letter, over your religipn ^StiUffA) 
forth in the Law and the Prophets, en^tles it i^\ 
a careful and impartial examination at yo\xi^h&xm9^^ 
Should these letters induce you, or any of, il^„| 
Jewish brethren, to engage in this examin^tiQiijifl 
I shall consider my time employed in writlogta 
them, as profitably and happily spent,. :A3 <$tl.ii 
additional motive to you to engage in f-toiAi 
inquiry, I propose in this letter to set befcwe • yqi}tii 
the very peculiar chafacter erf Jesus^ the .Author \ 
and Founder of this religion. ,/ • ,\ i i.M 

A little observation will shew that^ Xn,,fi^^ji\ 
moral government of the world, God, in order 
that his power and wisdom may be the more 
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conspicuous, generally makes use of persons the 
least likely, according to human judgment, to ac- 
complish his mighty purposes. In the words of 
one learned in your law, P^ul of Tarsus, *' God 
chooseth the foolish (or simple and unlearned) 
men to confound the wise •,, and the weak me^i of 
the world to ecMifound the mighty."* In the 
words of David, *^ Out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings God has ordained strength.** f This, 
you will acknowledge, was manifested in the choice 
of Moses. To accomplish so mighty a work as 
your deliverance from bondage, though learned in 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians, he seemed, as an 
humble individual employed in feeding sheep, to 
be by no means qualified. But the mirades 
wbfch he performed shewed that God was with 
him, and that he was the appointed agent of 
Omnipotence to accomplish your liberation from 
Egyptian bondage. The same remarks apply 
wiUi still greater force to Jesus ; for it is scarcely 
pofsible for imagination to draw a character less 
fitted to revolutionize the world. The knowledge 
<^ what he has accomplished, ought to induce you, 
independent of all adventitious circumstances, 
carefully to examine a character, which in the his- 
tory of the world has no parallel. This character 
I find so ably delineated by a trans-atlantic writer, 
that I shall o£fer no apdogy for giving you it in 
his own words. 



♦ 1 Cor. i. 27. t Psalm viii. 2. 
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" We are immediately struck," »ays Dr. Cbanning, ''* witfi 
this peculituity in the character of the Author of Christian- 
ity, that whilst all other men are formed in a measure by 
the spirit of the age, we can discover in Jesus no impress 
Mon of the period in which he liveih We know with con; 
aderable accuracy the state of society, the modes of thinks 
ing, the hopes and expectations of the country in which 
Jesus was born and grew up, and he is as free from them, 
and as exalted above them, as if he had lived in anothet 
world, or with every sense shut on the objects around 
him. His character has in it nothing local or temporary. 
It can be explained by nothing around him. His history 
shews him to us a solitary being, living for purposes which 
none but himself comprehended, and enjoying not so ma(h 
as the sympathy of a single mind. His apostles, his cho5A< 



companions, I 



ight to him the 



spin I 



of the 



age; 



nothing shews its strength more strikingly, than tlie sIbiiL' 
ness with which it yielded, in these honest men, to tb« ft(- 
structiong of Jesus. 

"' Jesus came to a nation expecting a Messiah ; aOd 1^ 
claimed this character. But instead of conforming to tSi 
opinions whieh prevailed in regard to the Messiah, ' oe 
resisted them wholly and without reserve. To a ptbplb 
anticipating a triumphant leader, under whom vew gett ii ^ 
as well as ambition was to be glutted by the proslraOon' o" 
their oppressors, he came as a spiritual leader, teaebittg 
humility and peace. Tliis undisguised hostility to tbe 
dearest hopes and prejudices of his nation ; this disdaht 
of the usual compliances, by which ambition and impostuK 
concihate adherents ; this deliberate exposure of bituseff w 
rejection and hatred, cannot easily be explained 'by 'ilfc 
common principles of human nature, and excludes tHfe 
possibihty of selfish aims in llie Autlior of Christianity, 

"One striking peculiarity iu Jesus is the extent, the 
TaBtness of his views. Whilst all around him looked for 'i^— 
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Messiah to liberate God^s ancient people ; whilst to ^very 
other Jew^ Judea was the exclusive object of pride and 
hope ; Jesus came, declaring himself to be the deliverer 
and light of the world ; and in his whole teaching and life, 
you see a consciousness, which never forsakes him, of a 
relation to the whole human race. This idea of blessing 
mankind, of spreading a universal religion, was the most 
magnificent which had ever entered man's mind. A^^ P>*^ 
YiQUS religions had been given to particular nations. No 
conqueror, legislator, philosopher, in the extravagance of 
ambition, had ever dreamed of subjecting all nations to a 
eommon faith. 

^^ This conception of a universal religion, intended alike 
jEoir^ Jew and Gentile, for all nations and climes, is wholly 
iaexpUcable by the circumstance3 of Jesus. He was a 
JE^w ; j^nd the first, and deepest, and most constant impres- 
sion on a Jew''s mind, was that of the superiority confirmed 
Qfk t^f^p^ple and himself by the national religion introduced 
by Moses* The wall between the Jew and the Gentile 
i|feine4 to reach to heaven. The abolition of the peculiar- 
ity of Moses, the overthrow ci the temple on Mount 
Sinai, the erection of a new reli^on, in which all men would 
Bpu^t as brethren, and which would be the common and 
e^ual property of Jew and Gentile, these were of all ideas 
||ie ]0i to spring up ia Judea, the last for enthusiasm or 
..^posture to originate. 

, ^^ Compare, next, these views <^ Christ with his station in 

, Jlji^f^ He was of humble birth and education, with nothing 

il| iii^lot, with no exten»ve means, no rank, or wealth, or 

. jpifilrpnage, to infuse vast thoughts and extravagant plans. 

, 'J^ie shop. of a carpenter, the village of Nazareth, were not 

jpots for ripening a scheme, more aspiring and extensive 

than had ever been formed. It is a principle of human 

nature, that except in case of insanity, some proportki^ ii^ 

observed between the power of an individual, and his plans 

D 2 
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and hopes. The purpose to which Jesus devoted himself, 
was as ill suited to his condition as an attempt to change 
the seasons, or to make the sun rise in the west. That a • 
young man, in obscure life, belonging to an oppressed na- 
tion^ should seriously think of subverting the time-hallowed } 
and deep-rooted religions of the world, is a strange fact; ' 
but with this purpose we see the mind of Jesus thoroughly > 
imbued ; and, sublime as it is, he never falls below it in . 
his language or conduct ; but speaks and acts with a con^ 
sdiousness of superiority, with a dignity of authority, be*- 
coming this unparalled destination. 

^^ In this connexion I cannot but add another striking - 
circumstance in Jesus, and that is, the calm confidence with 
which he always looked forward to the accomplishment of. 
his designs. He fully knew the strength of the passions and^ 
powers which were arrayed against him, and was perfectly-, 
aware that his life was to be shortened by violence ; yet : 
not a word escapes him, implying a doubt of the ultimate^ 
triumphs of his religion. One of the beauties of the Gos- . 
pels, and one of the proofs of their genuineness, is found*' 
in our Savio^r^s indirect and obscure allusions to hisap*. 
proaching sufferings, and to the glory which was to follow ; v 
allusions shewing us the workings of a mind thoroughly 
conscious of being appointed to accomplish infinite good, 
through great calamity. This entire and patient relinquish-* 
ment of immediate success, this ever present persuasion that 
he was to perish before his reli^n would advance, and 
this calm, unshaken anticipation of distant and unbounded 
triumphs, are remarkable traits, throwing a tender and 
solemn grandeur over our Lord, and wholly inexplicable^ 
by human principles, or by the circumstances in which he 
was placed. 

" The views hitherto taken of Christ, relate to his public 
character and office. If we pass to what may be called hisr 
private character, we shall receive the same impression of 
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inexplkable excellence. The most striking trait in Jesus 
was, undoubtedly, benevolence ; and although this virtue 
had existed before, yet it had not been manifested in the 
same form and extent. Christ^s benevolence was distin- 
guished first by its expansiveness. At that age, an uncon- 
fined philanthr(^y, proposing and toiling to do good, with- 
out distinction of country or rank, was unknown. Love 
to roan as man ; love, comprehending the hated Samaritan 
and the despised publican, was a feature which separated 
Jesus from the best men of his nation, and of the world. 
Another characteristiic of the benevolence of Jesus, was its 
gentleness and tenderness, forming a strong^ contrast with 
the hardness and ferocity of the spirit and manners which 
then prevailed, and with that sternness and inflexibility 
\^hich itke purest philosophy of Greece and Rome inculcated 
2U» the pafection of virtue. But its most distinguishing 
trait was its superiority to injury. Revenge was one at the 
recognised rights of the age in which he lived ; and though 
4it few sages, who had seen its inconsistency with man^s dig- 
ifity, had condemned it, yet none had inculcated the duty 
of regarding one^s worst enemies with that kindness which 
God manifests to sinful men, and of returning curses with 
.blessings and prayers. This form of benevolence, the most 
^anterested and divine form, was, as you well know, mani- 
rfested by Jesus Christ in infinite strength, amidst injuries 
and indignities which cannot be surpassed. Now this sin- 
;gular eminence of goodness, this superiority to the de- 
grading influences of the age, under which all other men 
buffered, needs to be explained ; and one thing it demon- 
strates, that Jesus Christ was not an unprincipled deceiver, 
exposing not only his own life, but the lives of confiding 
friends, in an enterprize next to desperate. 

'*'I cannot enlarge on other traits of the character of Christ. 
, I will only observe, that it had one distincticm, which, more 
. than any thing, forms a perfect character. It was made up 

d3 
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of contrasts ; in other words, it waa a union of excellenciet 
wliicli are not easily reconciled, which seem at first sight 
incongruous, but which, when blended and duly propor- 
tioned, constitute moral harmony, and attract with cqutd I 
power, love and veneralion. For example, we discover in 
Jesus Christ an unparalleled dignily of character, a con- 
Eciousness of greatness, never discovered or approached by 
any other individual in history ; and yet, this was blended i 
with a condescension, lowliness, and unostentatious ^mpli 
city, which had never before been thought consistent witb 
greatness. In like manner he united another superiority 
to the world, to its pleasures and ordinary interests, witfa 
suavity of manners, and freedom of austerity. He joined 
strong feeling and self-possession ; an indignant sensibility 
to sin, and compassion to the sinner ; an intense devoiloB 
to his work, and calmness under opposition and ill 
a universal philanthropy, and a susceptibility of pnvkte 
attachments ; the authority which ^came the Saviour df 
the world, and the tenderness and gratitude of a sun. Such. 
was the Author of our religion. And is his character 
be explained by imposture or insane enthusiasm ? Does 
not bear the unambiguous marks of a heavenly origin ? 

" Perhaps it may be said, this character never 
Then the invention of it is to be explained, and the recept 
tion which this fiction met with ; and these, perhaps, are 
difficult of ejiplanation on natural principles, as 
existence. Christ's history bears all the marks of realitji 
a more frank, simple, unlaboured, unostentatious nsrratii 
waa never penned. Besides, his character, if invented, mui 
have been an invention c^ singular difficulty, because i 
models existed on which to frame it. Ho stands alone 
the records of time. The conception of a being, propoaj 
such new and exulted ends, and governed by higher prii 
ciples than the progress of society had developed, impli 
angular intellectual power. That several individuals Ghoul 
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Join in equal vivid conceptions of this character, and should 
not merely describe, in general terms, the fictitious bdngto 
whom it is attributed, but should introduce him into real: 
life, should place him in a great variety of circumstances, 
in connexion with various ranks of men, with friends and 
foes, and should in all preserve his identity, shew the same 
great and Angular mind always acting in harmony with 
Itself; this is a supposition hardly credible, and, when 
the circumstances of the wri^ters of the New Testament are 
, considered, seems to be as inexplicable on human'princt|iles, 
as what I before suggested, the composition of Newton^ 
:it*nncipia by a savage. The character of Christ, though; 
. delihea|bed in an age of great moral darkness, has stood the 
s^r^ny of ages ; and in proportion as men^s moral s6nti-< 
meiits have been refined, its beauty has been more seeti and 
felt* To suppose it invented, is to suppose that its authbrs, 
oustnpping their age, had attained to a singular de^dtcy 

. and elevation of moral perception and feeling. But these 
attsunments are not very reconcireable with the cUarkdterof 

" lis authors, supposing it to be a fiction; that is, with the 

'^.character of habitual liars and impious deceivers. 

^^ But we are not only unable to discover power adequate 

. to ihis invendon ; there must have been motives for it ; 

for men do not make great efforts, without strong motives; 

7^ ana in the whole compass of human incitemients, We chal- 

'^^ Terige the iniSdel to suggest any, which could have pi^otnpted 
to the work now to be explained. 

' ^* Once more, it niust be recollected, that this^ifiventibn, 
if it. were one, was received as real, at a period s6 niar to 
tlie time ascribed to Chrisfs appearance, that the means of 
detecting it were infinite. That men should send out such 
a forgery, and that it shbuH prevail and triumph, are cir- 

■ cumstances not easily reconcile^ble with the principles of 

' pur nature. 
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) ^' The character of Cfari$t, then, was red. = Its reality 49 
the only cKplanation of the mighty xevoludon produced l^y 
ius religioiv. And bow can you ^account for it, but by il^ 
cause to which he always referred it, a mission from the 
Father r* 

I have selected the foregoing character of Jesuis 
from the pen of Dn Chaniiing, as the most ani- 
mated and the most correct I have ever seen ; and 
^he most likely to engage the attention of' you arid 
your brethren. I have also beeH led to make tbi« 
selection from Dr. C, who is a most aible abd 
zealous defender of Christianity, and yet ^s strictfy 
ojpposed as the most devout Jew can be, to Bxiy 
doctrine hostile to the first and ^eat command* 
ment, ^* Hear, O Israel !" Though mentioned by t|fe 
Quarteriy Review .as " one of those men wlw drift 
blessing and an honour to their generation atid 
their country,'' -f Dr. C is no more a believer 
than you are in what is termed the Divinity 
of Jesus; — ^perhaps I ought to say, the Deity 6( 
Jesus; for of his divine mission as the Me^iah 
no one is a more firm believer, or more abfe 
advocate. 

Your forefathers, expecting that the Messiah 
would be a great temporal prince sent to deliver 
them from their subjection to the Romans, could 



'* See Dr. Channing's Discourse already alluded to^ pages 26-^35. 
tSee Quarterly Review for July, 1823; article, ^ The Progress of 
Infidelity.' 




iidt irecoiicile to tb^mselvels the humiiiatin^ fact, 
Ihdt dmaii; crucified as a malefactor/ could be thie 
Msessiah. To them this was ** a stumbling-bloclkl 
and to the Greeks foolishness." ♦ Whether Chi^iW- 
tians are not led away by the same feelings of 
jride, may be justly suspected. A l^ge portion 
9Jf them glory in Jesus, not as a man " who w^ 
4?)livered for our offences, and raised again for our 
purification," | but as the Most High God, wKp 
Je^ the glories of his celestial kingdom, and took 
himself human nature. On this foundation most 
mstians build their hopes. Did they, like tlie 
tnpr of the Epistle to the Hebrews, consider 
jji^ii^s as a man ^* in all thingsl ike unto his bret^i- 
.J&l/' the faith of many would be undermined. A 
^Saviour who was not the Most High God, woiilH 
xj^ many be regarded as no Saviour ; and salvatipa, 
i^upless accompanied by mysteries and circum- 
stances of pomp gratifying to worldly pride, would 
J by many be rejected with indignation. Like 
;Naanpan the Syrian, they would turn away ai;Ml 
spurn a blessing to be conferred in a way so hu- 
miliating to their pride. But let the devout Jew 
and Christian ** in patience possess their souls." 
Let them, with the humility of Jesus, bear in 
mind, that concerning the Messiah, the appointed 
Saviour of the world, Jehovah hath said by his 
prophet, ** He was oppressed, and he was afflicted ; 



*lCor.i.S3. tUom. iv. 25: 
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yet he opened not his mouth : he is brought as 
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
his shearers is dumb, so he opened not his 
mouth." To apply such a prophecy to Jehovah, 
must necessarily be revolting to a pious Jew ; to 
him it must appear little short of blasphemy. 

I remain, &c« 
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LETTER IV. 

THE COMPLETION OF VARIOUS PROPHECIES OF 
THE OLD TESTAMENT, AN EVIDENCE THAT 
JESUS WAS THE MESSIAH. 



** I will raise them up a prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, 
and will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak unto them all that I 
shall command him. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not 
hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require 
Hofhim."_i)<ra(i.xviiL 18, 19. 



Sir, 

Concerning all matters of remote 
history we must necessarily decide either from 
direct evidence, written or traditional, or from 
circumstantial or probable evidence, or from a 
combination of these two species of evidence. Of 
the latter kind are those evidences of the truth of 
Christianity which depend on a combination of 
history and prophecy. These, though they may 
not amount to demonstration, or even to moral 
certainty, yet afford a much higher degree of pro- 
bability that Christianity is true, and consequently 
hold out stronger incitements to men to embrace 
it, than they require for their guidance in their 
domestic and worldly concerns ; for the acquisi- 
tion of wealth, or rank in society, — the great ob- 
jects of men's pursuits. Bishop Butler, in his 
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Introduction to his Analogy of Religion, says, that 
" a possible presumption of a thing being true, 
often repeated, will amount even to moral cer- 
tainty," And **to us probability is the very 
guide of life " 

' Although the miracles, and particularly the 
resurrection of Christ, are to be considered m 
positive and direct evidence of his being the 
Messiah, and were so deemed, and acted upon, in 
tjie early ages of Christianity : yet, unless sup- 
ported by prophecy, and by facts and circum- 
stances attending the promulgation of Christianity^ 
this testimony would, at this distance of time, be 
greatly weakened. But combined with these the 
direct testimony in favour of the Messiahship q£ 
Jesus becomes established and irresistible. 

As this kind of evidence necessarily calls^ for 
lybe exercise of faith, we may conclude it to be^ 
best suited to the present state and faeidties of 
man. Were the unspeakable glories of a future 
world made clearly manifest to the senses of eacb 
individual Christian, the exhibition would compel 
obedience ; and faith, the kind of practical faith 
for which your father Abraham was commended, 
and which is the foundation of all virtue and^ 
moral goodness, would become useless, i. This 
world would no longer be^ M^bat God has intended* 
it, a state of probatiom* . 

. In my last two letters^ I have endeavoured to 
ahew, from the singular excellency of the morals 
taught by Jesus» and from the no less singu.. 
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lar excellency of his character, that he was this 
Messiah. The only additional evidence of this 
truth that I propose to give you in this letter, 
arises out of the completion of various prophecies 
concerning him. With these your Scriptures 
abound. I must, however, confine myself to the 
selection of a few, but these I trust will be sufii- 
dent to shew that, from the very first communis 
cations of God to Abraham, to the time of Malachi, 
the coming of a person as the Messiah, answering 
to the character of Jesus, was most clearly pre^; 
dieted. 

'Jesus was to be '* a prophet like unto 3IosesJ^ 
IfK many very important particulars a resemblance 
liaay be traced between them. " Moses was very 
meek above aUmen :'• Jesus was •* meek and lowbf 
in heart.'' Moses was the Mediator of the Law, 
or, the Old Covenant : Jesus was the Mediator cif 
l3ie Gospelj or, the New Covenant. Moses wa» 
selected by God to deliver his brethren from theil< 
bondage in Egypt, and by the mirades and won>^ 
ders which he was empowered by God to workv 
he gave testimony of his divine commission : JesiiS' 
was selected by God to deliver his brethren, the^ 
whole worlds from spiritual bondage, from the 
bondage of sin ; and he was ''a man approved <^ 
God among you' by mirades, and wonders, and 
signs, which God did by him in the midst of you;^ 
Moses was a great prophet, and predicted with 
gre&t minuteness, the dreadful calamities attending 
the si^e of Jerusalem^ though that dty w^ not 



46 

then boilt : Jesus predicted the same calan)Ui!^|^ 
atid pointed out that they should take place before 
that generation had passed away. * And as great 
calamities befel your nation from departing from 
the commandments delivered by Moses ; so also 



* Compare Deut. xxriii. 63 — 67, with Luke xix. 43. ; xxiiL ^» ; 
imd Lament., ii. 20. ; iv. 10. Josephus says^ f Jewish War, b« tL 
c. 4 — 6,) " That the city was hesieged at the time of the great feast 
of the passover, (the same time of the year in which they had mur- 
dered the Messiah^) when vast multitudes flocked together to nJera* 
salem^ which (hy a computation made hefore that in Nero's time, 
by reckoning up the number of lambs which^ according to custom^ 
were first offered in the temple before they were eaten in iheti^ 
families^ and allowing ten parsons to a lamb) might amount to 
8^700^000 persons; {Ibid. b. viL c. 17;) so that^ ' as the historian pro- 
ceeds^ " this mighty concourse of people, from abroad, before fhe 
seige, was afterwards, by the righteous judgment of God^^erowdeA 
up in the city as in a prison, for Titus had run a wall round it. (Ibid* 
b. vi. c. 13 ; hake xix. 43.) This occasioned a lamentable feuninej 
so that. Wives forced the meat out of the very mouths of th^t hus* 
hands, children did the Hke by their parents, and even mother9hy tMit 
vi^ants, {Ibid, b. yi. c 11,) In short, the famine swept away whol^ 
iamilies, and the houses and alleys were strewed with carcasses. {Ibid. 
b. vi. c. 14.) This forced some to steal out by night for provisibi^ 
many of which the Roman sellers seized on, and after expasiag 
litem to all manner of tortures, they were crucifled^ C-'^^* h^ vi. c 1^ 
.98 they h&d treated Jesus. One who had escaped out of the city 
was surprised in the act of searchiiig for gold, which had beeSi 
sirallowed, and passed through him. The soldiers, discayeringiliuiBy 
Tipped up 2000 of theii; bdUi^ in one night, fqar gold. {IbUi. bf ?i. 
0. 10.) And so much did the famine increase that the Jews eat old 
girdles, and shoes, and the shi'cfds of old hay ; and a certain tt(^iiar 
killed and boiled her own .suciking diild, ha^ of vrfadti ahe di4, eat 
and covered up the other half; {Ibid. b. vii. c. 7, 8 ;) whereby ^as 
accomplished that dreadful judgment which Moses had so many 
ages before threatened upon them for their disobedience." 

For this compressed account, the author is indebted to Collyer's 
Saored Interpreter. See page 31^. 
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have Christians suffered for not hearkening unto 
the words which Jesus spake in the name of God. 
But the pious Jews, whatever reverence they may 
feel for Moses and the prophets, must bear in 
mind that all these were only the precursors, or 
harbingers, of the Messiah, and consequently to be 
regarded as greatly his inferiors. The blessings 
promised by Moses were chiefly, if not solely, 
promised to the seed of Abraham ; but the bles- 
sings promised by Christ, as predicted, were to 
extend to all the nations of the earth. The bles- 
sings of Moses were chiefly limited to time ; those 
of Jesus extended to eternity. (Dan. ii. 44., vii. 
14, 87 ; Micah iv. 7. Compare with Luke i. 8S. ; 
John xii. 34.) 

^ Not only the coming of the Messiah, but the 
circumstances attending his coming, and also his 
character, are described with so much correctness/ 
as almost to compel us to believe that Jesus is the 
person alluded to. "Behold/* says Isaiah, "my 
servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalte^ 
and extolled, and be very high. As many \vere 
astonied at thee; (his visage was so marred 
more than any man, and his form more than the 
sons of ipen ;) to shall he sprinkle many nations ; 
the kings shall shut their mouths at him ; for that 
which hath not been told them shall they see; 
and that which they h^d not heard shaU they 
consider." Isaiah lii* 13 — 15. 

" Who hath believed our report ? and to whom is the 
arm of the Lord revealed ? For he shall grow up before 




t^j^j* "pkokif andat |i root ottt^ef ^a 4fjF^|!l0uM9 ; 

he hatb'po form nor. comeliness; and. when we ^IuvlL a^r^ 
him^ there is no beauty that we should desire him. He is- 
dei\AseA and rejected of men ; a man of sorrows, and ac- 
qiifkinted with grief: and we hid^ as it were, our faces from 
hidb ^ he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surety^ 
he^ath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows : (Matt^ 
viiv 17:) yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of Grod, 
an^ afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressioDf > 
he was bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him ; and with his stripes we are healed. 
(1 Peter iu 24.) All we, like sheep, have gone astray : we 
have turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath 
laili on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and 
he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth r he is brought 
a&ai kmb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearer^ 
is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. He was taken from 
prison and from judgment : and who shall declare his gene- 
ratk>n ? for he was cut off out of the land of the living : fdt ' 
the transgression of my people was he stricken. And he ' ' ^ 
made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich iii hi» 
death; {Matt. xxvn. 67;) because he had done no violfeAciV*'*^ 
neillher was any deceit found in his mouth. Yet it pleaaiM **** 
the Lord to bruise him ; he hath put him to grief:. wK^ *'' 
thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall seebW"^'' 
seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the ' 
Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the ^rarait'''^ 
of his fioul, and shall be satiisfied : by his knowledge snalf' 
my righteous servant justify many ; for he shall Bear their * * 
iniquities. Therefore will I divide him a portion with ffie "^ 
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong ; because 
he h^th "poured odt hiiar^ soul' 'unto -deaths and h& WksH 
number<^ with the transgressors ; {Ma^k xv. S8 ;) .aiid \m> li 
hare^Ute s^s of many, and inade; i&teroessioa for the, triuiaf jt^# 
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Whatev* dffBcalttes Mky attend $6me ^ 
ctflar ipa^sagds of this prophecy, it corresponds in 
its prominent parts with great exactness, to the 
character and doctrines of Jesus, as set forth by his 
historians. And it is 1 believe impossible to find : 
any 6ther person whom it so exactly suits : but - 
to point out these particulars would unnecessarily • ' 
extend the length of this letter. Examine and' 
decide for yourselves. 






" The voice of him thatcriethin the wilderness, Propane . 
ye the way of the Loed, make straight in the desert 4^ . : 
highway for our God. Every valley shall he exalted, and , . 
eveiy mountain and hiU shall be made low: and.tb# 
cr9gl^ed shall he made straight, and the rough places plains 
And the glory of the Loed shall be revealed, and all flesh .' 
shajl see it together ; for the mouth of the Lobd hath,;^ 
spoken it."' Isaiah xl. 3—5. . . . , 

" Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and 
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make ' 
an en|l of sins, and to make reconciliation for iEuquity, and * 
tol>rii^g in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the* 
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. Know ^^ 
therefore, and understand, that from the going forth of th« 
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem, unto th^. 
Messiah the Prince, shall be seven weeks, and three score 
and two weeks ^ the ^reet shall be built again.*^ Daniel ix. 
84,25. . 

From whatever period we date this prophecy, 
it itt dear, from Jos€|>hu8 and oth» historians; 
that its com^tion was expected about the period 
at which Jesus lived. At all events, the learned 



so 

men of your own nation acknowledge that the 
Qompletion <^ this prophecy was expected many 
centuries ago. 

** Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion ; shout, O daugh- 
ter of Jerusalem : behold, thy King cometh unto thee : he 
is just and'having salvation ; lowly, and riding upon an ass, 
and upon a colt the foal of an ass.** Zech. ix. 9* ; Matt 
xxi. 5. 

*^ And I said unto them. If ye think good, give me my 
price ; and if not, forbear : so they weighed for my price 
thirty pieces of silver. And the Loan said unto me. Cast 
it unto the potter : a goodly price that I was prized at of 
them. And I took the thirty pieces of ralver, and casi 
them to the potter in the house of the Losd.**^ Zech. xi 
18, 18. 

** I gave my face to the smiters, and my cheeks to them 
that plucked off the hair : I hid not my face from fhfune 
and spitting. ^^ Isaiah 1. 6. ; Matt. xxvi. 67. 

These prophecies Christian commentators apply 
to Jesus in his character of the Messiah, and in 
many particulars they most certainly apply to him 
with great exactness. Leaving this important 
question to your consideration^ 

I remain, &^c. 
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LETTER V. 



* »■ iwy^^^^^y^^w 



THE COMPLETION OF VARIOUS PROPHECIES OF 
THE NEW TJBSTAMENT AN EVIDENCE THAT JESUS 

WAS THE MESSIAH. 
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When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LoaD, if the thing follow 
mtjlt nor come to pass, that is the tiling wtUeh the Load hath sot spoken, but 
th9 prophet hath spoken it preamnptuously ; thou shalt not be afraid of him." 
Dent* xviii. 22. 
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SlE, 

Prophecy, like every other part 
of Scripture which Jehovah has graciously given 
to US by inspired messengers, is by Christians, and 
I doubt not by Jews, considered as ** profitable for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness ;" * as 
" a lamp unto our feet, and a light unto our pathi"t 
But if we take the Jewish prophecies apart from 
the Christian history, to what do they le^d us ? 
That they have led to disappointed hopes and ex- 
pectations, the history of your nation during eighfc. 
een hundred years will abundantly testify. They 
have led you to look for a Messiah, and to you no 
Messiah has arrived ; but the vwy thing has hap? 
pened which Moses predicted sluwld happentiii 

* 2 Tim. iii. l^; t Paahn cxix. 105. 
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case you did hot hearken to the words of Gk>d 
spoken by the Messiah, saying, " / tvill require it 
of you'' The curses with which Jehovah threaten- 
ed your forefathers by Moses, have indeed laid 
heavy upon your nation, and you have *' become 
an astonishment^ a proverb^ and a bye-word among 
all nations!" * I say not this to insult you, but 
with an earnest and affectionate desire to induce 
you to examine the Christian Scriptures, in order 
to discover whether they will not guide you out 
of your present darkness, to the evening time when 
it shall be light : — to " the living waters which are 
yet to flow from Jerusalem^ I proceed now to 
lay before you a few of the prophecies of the New 
Testament, in proof of Jesus being the Messiah. 

** O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, 
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, bow often wocdd 
I have gathered thy children together even as a hen gather- 
eth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not ! Be- 
hold, your house is left unto you desolate.'' Matt, xxiii. 
37, 38. 

** And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and 
wept over it, saying. If thou hadst known, even thou, at 
least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace ! but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the 
days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall, east a 
trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee 
in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the ground, 
and thy children within thee ; and they shall not leave in 
thee one stone upon another : because thou knewest not the 



* Deut. xxviii. 37. 
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time of thy visitation.'' Luke xix. 41 — 44. ; Micah iii. 12. ; 
1 Kings ix. 7, 8. ; Daniel ix. 24. 

** And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple ; 
and his disciples came to him, for to shew him the buildings 
of the temple. And Jesus said unto them. See ye not all 
these things ? verily I say unto you, there shall not be 
left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown 
down.""—" Verily, I say unto you, this generation shall not 
pass, till all these things be fulfilled.'' Matt. xxiv. 1, 2, 34. 

^^ And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with 
armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. 
Then let them which are in Judea, flee to the mountains ; 
and let them which are in the midst of it, depart out ; and 
let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto. For 
these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are 
written may be fulfilled. But woe unto them that are with 
child, and to them that give suck in those days r for there 
shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this peo- 
ple. And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall 
be led away captive into all nations : and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gren- 
tiles be fulfilled." Luke xxi. 20—24. ; Daniel ix. 26, 27. 

To the prophecies which I have quoted, per* 
mit me to add one of the p&rables spoken by 
Jesus to your forefathers, which, being of the 
nature of prophecy,^ may not improperly be in- 
troduced here. 

'^ There was a certmn householder which planted a vine-' 
yard, and hedged it round about, and digged a wine-presai 
in it, and built a tower, and let it out to.husbandmen,^ wd 
went into a far country. And when the time of fruit drew 
near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that they 
might receive the fruits of it. And the husbandmen took 
his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned 
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anaiher» Again, he sent other servants, more than the 
first : and they did unto them likewise. But, last of all, he 
sent unto them his only son, saying, They will reverente 
my son. But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said 
among themselves. This is the heir, come, let us kill him^« 
and let us seize on his inheritance. And they cau^t him, 
and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him.. Wh^i. 
the lord of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto 
those huslnindmen? They say unto him. He will miserably 
destroy those wicked men, and will let out his vineyalrd 
unto other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits 
in their seasons. Jesus saith unto them. Did ye never 
read in the Scriptures, The stone which the builders re- 
jected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is* 
the Lord^s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes ? There- 
fore say I unto you. The kingdom of God shall be taken 
from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof." Matt. xxi. 38—48.; Isaiah v. 1 — 7. ; Jer. ii. 2L 

A reference to Josephus, * and other historians^ 
will shew you that many of the extraordinary 
predictions of Jesus were fulfilled with singulior 
exactness. The conclusion to be drawn is, that 
he was a true prc^het ; that he did not speak pre- 
sumptuously; an^ consequently, that he was 
what he declared himself to be, the Messiah. At 
least, I think, you will allow that this is probable, 
from the coincidence of so many prophecieis, 
Jewish and Christian, with facts related in history, 
sacred and profane ; so probable^ that you may 
Oonsider it worth the trouble to examine the 
evidence 1 have laid before you. If wealth and 

* See Note^ Letter IV., page 45. 
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lionours depended upon the inquiry, men in 
search of these would certainly make this inquiry, 
and act upon it But the deciding this pointy 
namely, whether Jesus is the Messiah, is of more 
consequence to you nationally, than w^lth ot 
honours. It will shew you the cause of your 
unparalleled sufferings, and, having discovered 
the cause, you may remove the effect, by hearken- 
ing, as Moses commanded you, to the words of 
God spoken by the Messiah. You will then 
regain the high and honourable station your an* 
cestors held in the world, as the depositaries of 
true religion, the moral instructers of the world, 
and blessings to all the nations of the earth. 

Till you shall not only attempt, but till you 
accomplish these your allotted duties, it seems 
probable from prophecy, that your sufferings are 
to-be continued. ^'Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gen- 
tiles be fulfilled." That is, till the Gentiles shall 
be brought to the knowledge of the true God» 
Since this, as before shewn, * is to be accomplished 
by your nation, it seems to be the duty of 
your learned men, to take a leading part in th0 
theological controversies which distinguish the 
present period. If you think that the celestial 
truths "Jehovah is king over all the earthy'' 
that " He is one and his name one,' are annulled 
or obscured by Christian traditions, or by op. 
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ppsitiora of ficience, falgeljr «o j called/^ otf hyttkei 
vi0^ o€ n^ons called Cbri^ians; it befeomes^ 
jQurdutyr as'imichas it was the duty of yfoiilfj 
apioient prophetb^ when your countarynien:fell inttf 
i4^a((;ry, to cry aloud and spare riot To prodaiosi 
t^< your Christian brethren that they are in^rroon 
eyeii^in tiie object of theu* adoration ; worshippings 
the servard instead of- the Lord ; the Missialiv : 
instead of Jehovah who anointed and sent hlnH - 
Xo act thus seems to be your bounden duty, evj^ny 
ifryou do not believe Jesus to be tlie Messialij] 
for you observe, " I%at the law was designed itOf/ 
Jiirnish man universally with a motive of acti0ii^\h 
and that, ** The law was not made Jar Israet^aime-^Q 
bf^t Jbr the whole human race.'' That this F^asd 
to be the case in the last days^ or under the reigri;*) 
of the Messiah, seems highly probable fi:om J0el{iii>^ 
28 — $2, compared with Acts ii. 9 — 17. As. the/ 
divinely-appointed depositaries of this law youib^jK 
bound to proclaim it, if you hope for the blessing/ f. 
of Jehovah, by whose authority it was proclaimed';.'' 
and whose peculiar people you still are. 

To the evidence which 1 have brought forward 
in these letters, to shew that Jesus was the Messiah, 
I might add that arising from the lives and con- 
duct of the Apostles of Jesus, who, like their 
divine Master, and your ancient prophets, for- 
feited their lives in the cause of truth, and chiefly 
by the hands of their countrymen. I might add 
the early triumphs of Christianity, under circum- 
stances the most trying and discouraging ; apd by .♦ 



promoteHbe end/ 1 iriight alk> a^datbtf Mri&W 
ofijJesns; miracles as? wdl attested' ^s^thdsS'-df 
Mbses ; I mighV pcdnt out to you the^pref^nt^^m^l 
of* your holy city, and the dii^p^rsed, yet afilt^^ 
statoET' of the Sam of Israel, as Siffotdihg Ktlte short^ 
of • tocular demonstration of J^sus being tile^ • M^*-^ 
siah^ I itaight, with little trouble, frotti the #orW^ 
offt?Doctor Paley, Bishop Butler, and ♦othet'Sj •fill* 
voltrmes ott this Subject. I might prove tof f(^^ 
tbi^^^l ^rfie bdoks composing the Ne^ Testatteftl*^ 
TW^r^writteA^ by the men whose hame ffe6y<4!)eiii^vi^ 
aMthat they are entitled to our reverertee ad'^fttlff V 
ar^my of thi* bobks of the OW Testament -liwietfew^- 
by^ Moses or ydur prophets j but to do this Would ^ 
cslity me far beyond the limits which I haVtf pfn^i-* 
scribed to myself. Should what I have saiddfcddi^^ 
yati; ot- your brethren, to read the works of^ies^S 
anchors, my wishes will be realized. No persdii/"' 
Jew or Christian, who wishes for information cdh^''^ 
cerhing his religion, and who is really in search 6f ^ 
truth, ought to be without the * Evidences' of Paley 
and the * Analogy' of Butler, and the cheap edi- 
tions of these render them easily attainable. * * 
An impartial perusal of these authors will pro- ' 
bably lead you to the conclusion that Christianity 



*They may be had for two shilKtigs each, in boards, of N. Hailesj 
at the Museum, Piccadilly. Those who wish fbr .more esctended^ ' 
information than these works supply, ^re recommended to peruse ,' 
Tfie Credibility of the Gospel History, by Dr. Lardner. From this, 
standard work, Pr. Paley and all more rec6nt writers hare largel ji' ' ' 
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rests on a broader basis than Judaism. The latter^ 
tradition excepted, rests almost solely upon the 
evidence of the Jewish Scriptures. But Christi- 
anity embraces both the Jewish and Christian 
Scriptures, which mutually strengthen and eluci- 
date each other. It has also in its favour a 
history more recent and more perfect than Juda- 
ism. To the Christian it appears certain that 
if his religion is not of divine origin, it is impossi-. 
ble that yours can be true. Your prophecies hold 
out to you no hopes of any other Messiah than he 
who is already come. Examine, therefore, I ear- 
nestly and aflFectionately entreat you, the evidences 
produced by Christian writers, to shew that Jesus 
was the true Messiah. Your duty and your 
interest are alike concerned in this examination. 
Without such examination you can hardly be 
considered as consistent believers in your own 
religion ; without such an examination you must 
be considered as ill-informed, prejudiced, and 
afraid to examine the grounds of any religious 
faith diflfering from your own. 

I remain, dec. 



borrowed. The perusal ofthitwork may be more acceptable to 
Jews from its author being an Anti-triuitarian, and entertaining the 
same sentiments as devout Jews, concerning the undivided Godhead 
and absolute supremacy of J e h o v a h . And here it may be remarked 
that many of the most able defenders ci Christianity lutre bMO 
Antl«tnmtarians. 



LETTER VI. 



AN OBJECTION PROPOSED. 



<* And he shall judge among many people, and rebdlcd strong nations aiar 
off, and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
jpruning-hooks : nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. But they shall sit every man under his vtne^ and 
under his fig-tree ; and none shall make them afraid : for the mouth of the 
LoBB of Hosts hath spoken it.'* — Micdh iv. 3. 4. ; ItaiaJi, ii 4. 

r '* The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,, and the . leopard lie down with the 
kJd ; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together, and a little child 
shall lead them. And thd cow and the bear shall feed,' their young oties shdll 
lie down together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking 
child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the cockatrice den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy m«uh- 
tain, for th6 earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lobd^ bs the waters 
CQver the sea.**— /.rato^ xi. 6 — 9. 



StA, 

The prophecies which I have selected 
as the subject of this letter, present a most lively 
and delightful picture of those blessings the world 
is destined to enjoy when the reign, or the religion, 
of the Messiah shall be established; or when 
"The knowledge of the Lord shall cover the 
earth." These prophecies^ from the cheering 
hopes they hold out, are highly descrying the 
serious examination of men of all nations, of be- 
lievers and unbelievers, but more particularly of 
Christians and Jews. I'hey contain the prophetic 



60 

records of your future greatness, and of theflidfe 
perfect state of society hereafter to be established 
throughout the world, by your instrumentality. 

To the kind of evidence advanced in the pre- 
ceeding letters, to shew J;hat Jesus was the true 
Messiah, many plausible objections have been 
brought ; a number of which you will find stated 
and answered by Dr. Paley. 

The only objection which I propose to notice in 
this letter, and which is, I l)elieve, the most com- 
monly urged, arises out of the non-fulfilment of 
the prophecies I have affixed to this letter^ It is 
remarked that these have never received their 
completion in the followers of Jesus. That, in* 
stead of living in peace and security, they seefn 
to have taken pleasure in war, and to have been 
exposed to all the calamities and changes incidetlt 
to Pagan and warlike nations. However valiid 
such reasoning may be in the mouth of a Moham- 
medan, a Pagan, or a deist, it certainly ought not 
to be urged by a well-informed Jew, for it under-t 
mines the foundation of the religion of Moses,' 
as well as that of Christ. 

I readily admit, that the reasons generally as^ 
signed by Christian writers for the non-fulfilment 
of those prophecies, are little likely to induce un- 
believers to embrace Christianity. To these latter 
it will appear puerile and trtjfjatisfactory to sajr/ 
with Soanie Jennings, that "^Whert Christiah liir 
ticnfi shall tfecome nations orChristinns, tvalrs wiU^ 
cease.*" Of i*ith Bishop Watscm, tKat « Wtteft' tW 
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spirit of Christianity shall exert its proper influ- 
ence over the minds of individuals, and especially 
over the minds of public men in their public ca- 
pacities, war will cease throughout the .Christian 
world." 

That men holding high ecclesiastical or politi- 
cal situations should thus express themselves, is 
in the common course of things ; but, as it seemed 
right to God, in the promulgation of the Gospel, 
to reject the scribes, the pharisees, and men pos- 
sessing political power, so it seems probable that, 
in regenerating Christians, he will observe the 
^me economy ; that he will not make choice of 
popes, of patriarchs, of prelates, or of princes ; but, 
as before observed, that he will again choose " The 
foolish things (men) of the world to confound the 
wise; and the weak things of the world to confound 
the things which are mighty ;" — " that no flesh 
should glory in his presaice." In God's selecting 
a nation of so little political consequence as yours 
is at present, for propagating the Gospel of Peace, 
and realizing to the world these glorious prophet 
cies, this principle will be acted upon ; and in the 
seed of Abraham all the nations of the earth will 
be blessed. 

Arguments or assertions, such as those.of Soame 
Jennings and Bishop Watson, may jsatisfy such 
Christians as are previously convinced of the truth 
of Christianity on. other grounds ; but they are 
little likely to add one Jew, pagan, or deist» . to . 
tbe religimi of Jesus. When addressed with suebv 
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Bxg^ment$, unbelievers, who are oa>pab)e of reason- 
mg, will naturally say to Christian teachers qv 
missionaries, your religion may be intrinsically a 
good one ; it may be a religion inculcating ♦• glory 
to God, and peace on earth," but we are inclined 
to form our opinion of any religion from its effects; 
and, to judge of yours from these, we feel no 
inclination to embrace it. We are sure^ from 
authority, which you ought not to question, that 
** a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit." You 
Christians tell us that your religion will give 
peace to a troubled world ; you call its author the 
Prince of Peace ; and are excessive in its praise ; 
but what has it produced in eighteen hundred 
years ? Let history and prophecy decide, whether 
what is called Christianity be the religion tjhe 
Messiah was to establish. Mr. Faber, a writer, of 
your own, who wishes to convert us, lays it dp^n 
as an established rule, *^ To allow no interpretottifin 
of prophecy to he validy eoccept the prophecy ^gree 
in every particular with the event to.tvhkh .it- ia 
supposed to relate.'' Taking this rule for our 
guide, we conclude that Christians^ or Mr. Faber. 
cannot justly apply the prophecies in questioi^.ta 
Christianity, for they are, in many important 
particulars, at vaiiaace with all hidtory^ , saored 
and profane. „i. 

You, Sir, havie. supplied me with an awvnw ^ 
tiie above^and to similar objeotiona. YMit.^y 
that ^ If the doctrines of Cbriatianity .qre, tm^ 
Ikere does not, in reality^ exist a ChristUM mtifM.'* 
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Though vr^ may rejoioe that thei^ ares perbapSf at, 
present a greater number of good men and pious 
individuak among Christians, than at any former 
period, yet with nations the case is very different, 
and of those that are called Christians, your pro- 
phet Isaiah might indeed say, in reading their 
history, "How is the faithful city become an 
harlot ! It was full of judgment, righteousness 
lodged in it : but now murderers. Thy silver is 
become dross ; thy wine mixed with water ; thy 
princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves ; 
every one loveth gifts, and foUoweth after rewards ; 
they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the 
cause of the widow come unto them/^ Isa, i. 21 — 23. 
' The darkness, and consequent wickedness; 
which prevail in Christian nations, supply an 
answer to the objections of Jews and unbelievers, 
an answer whidi cmght to humble the Christian. 
Sut that this answer is a just one, the Christian is 
assured by the " sure voice of prophecy ;" as I 
shall esideavQur to shew in my next lett^. 

Before, however, I conclude this letter^ it is 
pleasing to me to remark, that those vfoy propbe- 
des which have so kmg supplied sceptios wijth a 
very powerful argument against the Cbfi$itian re- 
ligion^ appear to be gradwUy proglf^asuig towards 
their ccmpleticai. The predicted gVQfs 4a^hmiKi 
iR^ieb, fw eo «mDy ^sentnm^t has ^oovf^ the 
-earth, appeals to be diwpidsmg, a^]^ ib^ ivma^ 
iime wkm^ VfMl\tb lighi^ appjcc^hwg witb ^ 
^Qw; but 'f&y^pfik^f^lB step. Tb«tt)i^ n^p 
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of all religious creeds appear to be getting sick ot 
the miseries of war ; and the religion of Christian- 
ity, which in early ages triumphed over the ob- 
stacles opposed to it by Pagan institutions, begins 
again to correct the false notions of military glory^ 
that have so long prevailed and exerted so bane- 
ful an influence over the minds of men in all 
nations, and in all ranks of society. 

It is a fact no less singular than delightfiil to 
the lover of peace, and the Christian, that very 
shortly after the conclusion of the late sanguinary 
war, two societies, one in England, the other in 
America, sprung up simultaneously, and without ' 
communication with each other ; for the purpose 
of shewing, by the distribution of tracts^ that the 
practice of national wars was directly opposed to 
the spirit and precepts of Christianity. These 
societies, which have since that time greatly in* 
creased, have been patronised by men of piety and 
learning; particularly in America, where they have 
been joined by men of political influence. It is to 
be hoped these societies may be hailed as the first- 
fruits of a glorious and prolific harvest^ as a 
sure pledge that the pacific kingdom of the 
Messiah is increasing. 

Though the two prophecies I have quoted are 
expressed in language so very dissimilar^ they 
may both be considered as descriptive of the' same 
glorious event. Of these prophecies, and various 
others, both in the Old and New Testament, tihe 
signs of the times afford abundant reason to suji^- 
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{I06e^:)iiat they are ia progress of completioii. * 
Xhis agreement in prophecies^ delivered by Jew- 
ish and Christian prophets, at different periods 
of time, affords strong presumption of the divine 
origin of the whcde, and consequently strengthens 
the . testimony that Jesus was the Messiah. 

; jn whatever way we apply the symbols of the 
wolf and the lamb^ the leopard and the kid, S^e. 
^: ; whether we apply them to individuals or to 
nations, or as personifications of the good and 
evil passions, the glorious result will be the same. 
A new moral creation will spring up, which 
lamah thus describes, ** Behold, I create new hea- 
vens and a new earth ; and the former shall not 
be remembered, nor come into mind." 

» If the signs of the times indicate that indivi- 
duals and nations, of cruel and ferocious habits, 
like the wolf, the leopard, and the lion, are be- 
cdbaing humanized by Christianity, they likewise 
afford us the satisfaction of witnessing that the 
lower cktsses of society are improving by the 
operation of the same religion, by science, and by 
learnmg ; so as to fit them for filling the highest 
stations in » civil society.. In fact, what was of 
very rare occurrence three or four centuries ago, " 
is nowiby 119 meaAs uncommon ; namely, citizenii, 
or ^he sons* of citiKens, ,sitting at the skme national ' 
coiNaeil bo£a*cU with pjjou^s. and men of the high- ' 
est^rnnlc;. # 1^^ alsi^^eerfrequently/ what id former -^ 

♦On this sulJj^ct, the Author begs to refer to hia Arnhgy. 
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days very rarely happened, the sons and daugliters 
of the highest families intermarrying with those 
of citizens; almost literally fulfilling the pro- 
phecy, that " the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid.'* The contemplation of these events, how- 
ever disagreeable to persons of high aristocratic 
principles, affords a source of high gratification to 
the philanthropist and Christian philosopher, and 
holds out powerful incitements to piety and vir- 
tue. It seems an anticipation of that more 
perfect state of bliss, when the present artificial 
distinctions of rank among rational beings will 
cease ; when riches will be of less value, and 
obedience to God the source of honour and 
happiness. These are the truths, and they are 
glorious truths which the Gospel of Jesus reveals 
to mankind : and the way to obtain this hap- 
piness is not " so awfully mysterious, as to make 
reason stand aghast," but so plain, ** that he who 
runs may read." ' It is to love Jehovah with all 
our heart, and our neighbour as ourselves. Your 
prophets point out the effects of this love and 
obedience. Men will cease to learn war: and 
" Jehovah shall be king over all the earth : 
in that day he shall be one and his name one." 

By thus applying the prophecies, they are 
rendered morally and practically useful. They 
become '* a lamp unto our feet, and a light unto 
our path." By commentators fancifully applying 
them to the passing events of our own time, they 
have done not a little to render prophecy, the 
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foundation-stone of Christianity, a stumbling- 
stone and rock of offence, instead of being a light 
that shineth in a dark place, to guide men to the 
knowledge of the Messiah^ and thus lead them 
into all profitable truth* 

I remain, &c. 
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LETTER VII. 



THE OBJECTION ANSWERED. 



" Let no man deceive you by any means ; for that day shall not come, 
except there come a (klling away first ; and that man of sin be revealed, the 
son of perdition ; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped • so that he, as God, sitteth in the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God."— 2 Thess, ii. 3, 4. ; DanUl vii. 25. 



Sir, 

The difference of opinion between 
the Jews and Christians, respecting the advent of 
the Messiah, I take to be this. The former deny- 
that he is yet come ; and, as has been said, assign 
the sins of their nation as one great cause of God's 
delaying to send him. The latter affirm that 
Jesus of Nazareth was the true Messiah, and all 
national churches have formally acknowledged 
him as such ; but war, rapine, revolution, and 
vice, proclaim with a voice that cannot be mis- 
understood, that a falling away has taken place, 
and that Christians have departed from their 
allegiance to Jesus. In point of criminality in 
disobeying the divine command by Moses, the 
difference between the Jew and the Christian is 
not so great as the latter generally supposes ; and 
the disobedience of both justifies the mercy and 
justice of God in the dispersion of the Jews, ani 
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the punishment of Christians, by sanguinary and 
revolutionary wars. This disobedience also shews 
satisfactorily, without adventurously diving into 
" The u?isearcfiable wisdom of God,'* the cause 
of the almost total failure of Christian mission- 
aries. 

The apostle Paul, or rather God by his holy 
prophet, (for Paul's miracles and inspiration are 
as well attested as those of Moses,) foretells this 
disobedience. — He tells us plainly, that before 
the final success of Christ's religion, a falling 
away was to take place, ** and that man of sin be 
revealed, the son of perdition^ who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or 
that is worshipped ; so that he, as God, sitteth in 
the temple of God, shewing himself that he is 
God." The same, antichristian person, or power, 
appears to be alluded to by the apostle John^ as 
Antichrist, by denying (and, consequently, dis- 
obeying) both the Father and the Son. (1 John 
ii. 22.) The same irreligious person or power, i» 
alluded to by the prophet Daniel, particularly 
in chap. vii. 26, This agreement between the pro-* 
phecies, as well as the morality, of the Old and 
New Testaments, and which agreement is very 
general, must lead you to suppose that Jesus and 
his apostles were devout Jews, and that they had 
diligently perused your Scriptures. I mention 
this as an inducement to you, and your country- 
men, to peruse their writings with the same dili- 
gence and impartiality. 

rS 
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Allowing this apostasy from the Christian &ith 
to have taken place, your objection to Jesus being 
the JVIessiah, on account of the non-fulfilment of 
the prophecies concerning him, ceases to be valid. 
That such an apostasy has taken place, and that 
it is at present in operation, facts the most obvious 
testify ; for, it may safely be asserted, tha'e is not 
one Christian nation to which the prophecies 
concerning the Messiah's kingdom can be applied 
with the least propriety. There is not one 
Christian nation, whose laws do not, in many 
respects, run counter to the laws delivered l^ 
Moses, and the precepts delivered by Christ. A& 
you observe, " If the doctrines of Christianity 
are true, there does not, in reality ^ exist a Chris- 
tian nation." These facts, therefore, being in 
accordance with both Jewish and Christian pro- 
phecies, afford a satisfactory answer to cavillers ; 
and, instead of proving that Jesus was not the 
Messiah, they greatly add to the probability that 
he was; and afford an accumulation of evidence, 
which it will be difiicult to rebut, that both the 
Jewish and Christian revelations areof divineorigin. 
However available arguments founded on the 
present state of the world, may be to the Deist, 
the Mohammedan, or the Pagan, the candid and 
well-informed Jew ought, by no means, to urge 
them. The history of his own nation will shew 
that his forefathers, like the present race of Chris- 
tians, were a stiff-necked generation, and prone to 
idolatry ; '' worshipping idols which had eyes, and 
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saw not; which their own hands had made and 
formed." * (Isaiah xliv. 9, and xlvi. 5—9.) The 
apostasy of Christians, therefore, and their prone- 
ness to worship an object of sefise, is no more a 
proof that Jesus was not the Messiah, than tlie 
idolatries of your forefathers are to be considered 
a proof that Moses was not divinely commissioned. 

The pure spiritual worship of Jehovah has had, 
and continues to have, many obstacles opposed 
to its progress. The religion of Jesus, by be- 
coming the religion of the Roman empire, had 
some of the idolatries of the Pagans early ingraft- 
ed upon it. That a part of these idolatries now 
remain in popish countries, the zealous Protestant 
boldly asserts. He sees *^ the mote in his brother's 
eye, but cannot discern the beam in his own eye." 

Should it turn out that the Protestant also is 
in error, and he must be either a bold or ill- 
informed Christian who denies this, many things 
conspire to keep him so. Hierarchies are opposed 
to all change, and^ consequently, to all improve- 



* " It is evident that the ancient idolaters did not set up their 
images as final objects of worship, as being gods in themselves^ 
but as places of divine residence, wherein the genii or spirits of 
the gods dwells and afford their special presence; or as reprc' 
sentatives of their gods^ however the most sottish of the people 
might otherwise conceive." — CoUyer's Sacred Interpreter, page 312. 

Modern missionaries attack Pagans in language corresponding to 
that of Isaiah, but it seems probable that these Pagans entertain 
ideas not very dissimilar to those of ancient idolaters. On this sub- 
ject I beg to refer to an extract from a Brahminical Magasfine, 
contained in my Letter to Mr. Faber, already alluded to. (See 
pages 118 and 119.) 

F 4 



72 

ment. The sovereign, in most Protestant and 
Catholic states, is bound by his coronation oath 
to keep things, as they regard religion, in the 
same state he finds them, consequently, to protect 
a religion which inculcates a sensible object of war- 
ship. The two principal universities of Britain 
may be considered as peculiarly the privileged 
guardians of this dogma. On entering these 
seminaries, rendered venerable and imposing by 
their antiquity, their magnificence, and their 
learning, the uninstructed youth is oUiged to 
surrender his Christian liberty, and to bind him- 
self to serve two masters, namely, the church and 
state. — If by the former is meant the Christian 
religion, and by the latter, established laws and 
customs, the requirements of these are often as 
much opposed to each other as truth is to error. 

The privileged persons from these seminaries, 
with a degree of violence and rancour irreconcile- 
able with the spirit of Christ's religion, have^ as 
their writings will abundantly prove, held up to 
public scorn and indignation those who have dared 
to oppose them. And using, or rather abusing, 
the influence that wealth, patronage, and learning 
have placed in their hands, they have done all in 
their power to render perpetual, a sensible (Aject 
of religious worship. 

By representing those who maintain that Ji:* 
HOVAH is not three, as a set of men who deny the 
Lord that bought them,— ras no better than con- 
cealed deists or infidels, Jews or Moliammed^ns,-.— 
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as alike tbe enemies of Christianity and social 
order, — as men who are more fit to be turned over 
to the dvil magistrates, than to be argued with 
as reasonable beings: by such unworthy arts, 
the orthodox, aided by the influence arising from 
learning, from wealth, and from popular preju- 
dices, have opposed a strong barrier to religious 
inquiry ; and have rendered men not only averse, 
but afraid to look into any book maintaining the 
exclusive worship of Jehovah, lest they should 
forfeit the honours, the wealth, and the pleasures 
attendant on orthodoxy. They have thus, to a 
certain degree, paralysed even the press, the great 
engine of moral regeneration. But notwithstand* 
ing these obstructions ; and notwithstanding the 
demoralizing effects of the richly-endowed reli- 
gious establishments of Europe, the sun of righte^ 
ousness is dispelling the gross darkness which for 
so many ages has covered the earth, and the glo- 
rious truths that *' Jehoyah is king over all the 
earth ;" that <^ he is one and his name one," are 
beginning to be acknowledged by Christians. To 
the 4sons of Israel is allotted the high honour oi 
establishing these truths mer all the earth* 

Christianity, as it has often been remai^ked, has 
suffered more from injudicious and luke-wartn 
friend^ than from avowed enemies. This remark^ 
1 am sorry to say, applies to the only sect that 
maintains, without reserva<aon, aQd in the plain 
and obvious meairngxyf l^e ex^essipn, that JEr 
HovAfl is one: Thia sect \m been sneeringly 
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called rational Christians; but in some particulars^ 
the conduct of many of them appears to be most 
irrational. The wide, the essential difference be- . 
tween Unitarianism and Trinitarianism, does not 
seem to be impressed on their minds; yet, in strict- 
ness, this difference is as great as between mono- 
theism and polytheism ; as great as between wor- 
shipping the Creator, and his highly exalted crea- 
ture ; or a pure invisible spirit, and an object of 
sense. Notwithstanding this great difference, 
many of tliese rational Christians attend alternate- 
ly the worship of a pure invisible spirit, or oian 
object of sense, as caprice, curiosity, a mistaken 
sense of duty, or as opportunity may permit. 

Good men naturally feel veneration for the re- 
ligion in which they have been brought up ; the 
religion of their forefathers ; the religion of their 
dearest friends and connexions ; the religion of the 
great majority of those to whom they have been 
accustomed to look up as the wise, the virtuous^ 
and excellent of the earth. Though convinced of 
its errors, they quit it with extreme regret, to 
embrace an unpopular religion ; a religion likely 
to render them obnoxious, and to interfere with 
the worldly prospects of themselves, and their 
families, in various ways. To do this, even in the 
present age, may be compared to forsaking^^A^r 
and mother, and wife, and children^ and breihreUy 
and sisters. That the laity and persons whose 
minds are not, perhaps, decidedly made up con- 
cerning the person and offices of the Messiah ; 
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that they should shrink from this trial, and wish 
to continue, occasionally at least, to join in social 
religious worship with their dear friends, is not to 
be wondered at. But this practice is not cotifined 
to the laity : strange as it may appear, I have 
known Unitarian ministers, on the very same day, 
teach their flocks the exclusive worship of Jeho- 
vah, and themselves attend the worship of ofn 
object of sense II The excuse is that the Unitarian 
hears there much that is good and instructive. 
The same excuse would avail him in attending 
Catholic or Jewish worship. 

I have also known men of consequence, as to 
talent and Wealth, among those rational Chris- 
tians, men who profess themselves to be zealous 
worshippers of Jehovah, send their childrcn to 
be educated by ministers of the established church, 
to seminaries where the worship of an olgect of 
sense forms a branch of their education. Children 
thus educated, if they think at all, must suppose 
that Unitarianism and Trinitarianism include the 
worship of the same God, and that it is of little 
consequence to fliem whether they go to church 
or chapel, to a Jewish synagogue or a Catholic 
church. 

Thus, Sir, you will perceive that the pure spi- 
ritual worship of Jehovah has been greatly im- 
peded even by those who profess themselves to be 
its only advocates. But, notwithsanding the va-^ 
rious obstacles that the worship of the one living 
and true God. has had to contend with, it gains 
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ground in Europe, in Asia, and particularly in 
America. Its supporters become more numerous 
and more bold ; i.t$ opposer$ less fierce and vehe- 
ment ; and Trinitari^ism becomes more widely 
to be regarded as 2l falling away from the Chris- 
tian faith. 

Allowing that Christians have apostatized, the 
evidence of the truth qf their reUgion from a long 
and connected series of prophecies, Jewish and 
Christian, becomes so perfectly reconcileable^ and 
even agreeable with the testimony of history, both 
sacred and profane, as to remove, as already, 
observed, the most weighty objection that has ever 
been urged against the Christian religion ; rendei^ 
ing it not only highly probable, but almost mov« 
ally certain, that Jesus was the Messiah. How- 
ever important this inquiry may be to Christiam^ 
it appears to be still more so to Jews ; for on 
the advent of the Messiah hinges all their futinc 
greatness. 

I remain, &c. 
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LETTER VIII. 



SUCCESSFUL PftEACidEES OF THE AELICIION 
OF THE MESSIAH. 

, ** Thus saith the tatd df hctfts : It Ahall yet isoine to ptfss, that thereihall coioe 
pe(^le and the inhabitants of many cities : and the inhabitants of one city 
sbia^ go to another, say(ngt Let us go up'speedity to pray befbfe the Lofil, ii 
89ck the Lord of hosts. I will go also. Yebv matty peo^e a«d stroo^ aatJo** 
shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the Lord.^ 
Thus saith the Lord d hosts : In those diays it shall come to pass, that teir 
med shall take hold, out of all laogoi^ of thenatiokis, even shaflf take hold tif^ 
the skirt of him that Ip a Jew, saying. We will go with yoli, for we have 
heard that God is with you.*'^2^. viiL 20—23. 



IHf an dge like the present, when 
every species of learnii^ connected with the pro- 
pagation of the Christian religion is p(ro&«cuted 
with indefatigable diligence and zeal ; when we 
have societiei^ for promoting Christian know- 
ledge; for the distribution of the Bible, &c., 
patronised by the most learned, the most pious^ 
and exalted of our nation ; when missionaries are 
sent out to distant countries by various sects of 
dissenters, as well as by the established church of 
England ;— in such an age, and under such aus- 
picious circumstances, it may seemf bold to assert 



80 

JiC is one and his name one ; as expressed in the 
first and great commandment, Hear, O Israel^ S^c, 
I would here pause, and ask those Christians who 
take so much interest in your conversion, a few 
serious questioils. 

I. Is it at all probable that they, the foundation 
stone of whose religion is, that Jehovah is three^ 
and his name three^ should succeed in persuading 
either Jews or Gentiles that he Is one^ and his 
name one? Is it at all likely that they, who 
teach that there are three persons or beings, * 
each of whom is uncreated^ incomprehensible, 
eternal, almighty ; each of whom is Lord, each of 
whom is Crod, should succeed in persuading 
Pagan nations that there is only one God, one 
Lord, one Almighty person or being ? A person 
unused to polemical casuistry, will pronounce this 
to be either polytheism or atheism, and will ask, 
how there can be three supreme persons or beings- 
that are co-equal ? If there are three that are 
co-eternal, how can there be only one first cause ? 
If there are three that are co-equal, how can 
there be one that is supreme ? how can there be 
one supreme Gk)d ? The effects of atheism and 
polytheism may be considered as similar ; and in 
many countries called Christian, these effects 
have been truly deplorable. 



* Bishop Burgess gets over these difficulties^ by assuming that 
a person does not mean a being ; thus removing a difficulty by ad- 
vancing :aB absurdity. 



IL Allowing that when " Out of Zian^ shatt 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem,'' a new order of things^ a new 
creation shall arise, that virtue will succeed to 
vice, peace to war, and that men will beat their 
swords into plotiffhshares ; — allowing, also, that 
unerring wisdom is one of the attributes of 
Jehovah, I would ask if it is at all probable that 
he will select any one of the belligerent nations 
of Europe, to preach the Gospel of Peace suc^ 
cessfuUy to Gentile nations ? The greater part of 
these must know that the nations sending fc^h 
missionaries, live in a total disregard of this 
Gospel, and of its divine author, the Prince 'of 
Peace ; making war whenever it suits their in*, 
terest, or their inclination ; and carrying their 
conquests to the remotest parts of the world. Is 
it at all probable, I would ask the benevolent 
society attempting your conversion, that Jehovah 
will select any of the nations of Europe to con- 
vert the Gentile world ? Is it at all desirable that 
you should be converted by them ; and, laying 
aside your peaceful habits, that you should become 
a warlike ftation, spreading wider the empire of 
war and slaughter. 

III. Meekness and humility may be conindered 
as superlatively necessary to the formation of the 
Christian character. Christianity cannot exist with- 
out them : they form the very ground^work of 
the preaching of Christ. ^< Blessed are the meek.?. 
** Blessed are the poor in spirit."-*^^ lUce 

G 
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8^'^^Jy,ip Jbjeprt;"— To shew the high d^^^ 
^i^^^iqn jlft .which Jesqs held these viitues^,9i)L^ 
rf,tii?^Ya?y last acts of his life was to wash t^^ 
l^t.oi'his disciples ; and thus^ by his example, ^ 
Well as his precepts, to exhort them to practise. Jj;^ 
yiirtu^ ; ai>d also to teach them that Christian tii(n- 
i^ters' were all brethren, and that they were npt f;a 
esp/i^cise dominion over each other, like M^jxrji^^^ 
w_ the Gentiles. Connecting these things with 
^ remark of Jesus, that "A rich maq.,gh^ 
^^rdly enter into the kingdom of GJod," or.^>e!epD[i| 
a,sincere Christian: bearing all, these thing^.JHt 
f^d* can we suppose that he who, in the..e;f e^jc^ 
of his unerring wisdom, selected Jesus . e^^,,^w 
fumble followers to fulfil his divine purpo^.^wm 
dioose any of the richly-endowed (ecleai^pw 
establishments of Eurc^, to teach hivn,il^[;jf:^-^^ 
Gentile nations ? Are not all these estabij^hpqf:;^ ^ 
governed by rich men? Do not all these follow 
;the example of the princes of the Gentiles ? , . 
I have mentioned only a few of the causes th^ 
might be produced, to shew the high improb^ 
.bilGy+that.a God of unerring wisdom should se- 
lect the clergy of any of the orthodox estabU4L- 
ipents of Emope to convert either Jews or Gentiles 
io the rejigion of Jesus. The fact that, they 
■have altogether failed to do this, during more than 
ithrec-tiiodwi years since what has been called 
tihe ^fifonnatlqn, demonstrates the unfitness of 
Protestants (as well as of Catholics) for this great 
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undertaking. Years may elapse before a good 
tree shall bring forth good frurt ; but we may rest 
assured that a good tree cannot, during a succes- 
sion of ages, produce bad fruit. The Protestant 
tree, therefore, as well as the Catholic, we may 
suppose to be cornipt. 

Of all the efforts made by ecclesiastical eistalilish- 
ments to convert Jews and Gentiles, none seem so 
hopeless as those of the church of England. That 
a church with a clergy more learned ; with fundf^ 
greater than any, perhaps greater than all the 
national churches of Europe ; with bequests from 
pious men in former ages to an unknown amount'; 
with forced contributions from all who dissent 
from its doctrines, whether believers or unbelievers, 
thus desecrating its temples; with an army 
(though not under its command) ready to crush or 
overawe its adversaries, in one part of the empire ; 
with schools richly endowed under its direct coii- 
troul ; with two universities more leameli abd 
rich than any in the world, forming an integral 
part of its constitution, and exercising an immense 
influence over the minds of youth ; that a church 
placed in' such highly favourable drcumstatices 
and not able to advance^ or even hold iti ground 
at home, should indulge the expectatibh of ex- 
tending its empire in distant countries, seemis 
difficult to account for on cdmmoti principles of 
action. Of all missionary speculations, that df 
the church se^ms to promise the least i^Ucc^s. 



84 

Having spoken of the unfitness of Christians to 
convert the Gentile world,. I will now offer a few 
observations conoeming the qualifications of your 
nation for this great work, i. e. vihen it shall have 
embraced Christianity* Before I enter upon the 
subject, permit me to remark that your ancient 
pi*ophets, in their writings, consider the whole 
world as divided into two classes, Jews and Gen^ 
tiles. In the prophecies quoted by Mr. F. in his 
sermon, it is to be observed, that no allusion is 
made to converted Gentiles^ or to any nations in 
the latter days^ as the true worshippers of Jeho-^ 
VAH* Your prophet Isaiah, alluding to these days, 
says, ** Behold^ darkness shall coveb the earth, 
and gross darkness the people.^^ Connecting this 
with Isaiah ii. 3., Ix. 1 — 5., and Zech. xiv. 9., it 
may be inferred that all nations, namely, all those 
nations to whom these prophecies specially relate, 
that is, such as should not beat their swords into 
jjdoughshares ; such as should not acknowledge 
that Jehovah is king over aU the earthy that he is 
one and his name one ; from a connected view 
of these and other corresponding prophecies, it may 
reasonably be inferred that all such nations are to 
be considered as in a state of gross darkness, and 
have yet to receive the benefit of the living waters 
from Jerusalem, of the law which shall go forth 
out of Zion, and the word of the Lord fr&m 
Jerusalem ; for these expressions may be consid^-p 
ed as equivalent c 




Assuming then, with you, that there is not one 
Christian nation^ * certainly not one in whom 
these prophecies have been fulfilled ; I may, with- 
out presumption, go further than Mr. F. has done, 
and maintain that the converted Jews are destined 
to regenerate all apostatized Christian nations, as 
well as to be the sole successful missionaries to 
the Gentile world. — If not, it will follow that, 
whilst heathen nations are to be reclaimed frotn 
war, from vice, and idolatry ; and are to experi^ 
ence a new moral creation, and dwell in peace and 
security ; — it will plainly follow, that apostatized 
Christians are to remain in their present apostasy, : 
exposed to the horrors of vice, of war, and insecu- 
rity. But the prophet tells us, that, as gross 
darkness was to cover the earth, so, also, was 
tlie knowledge of tJie Lord likewise to cover 

THE EARTH. 

Great and wonderful as were the honours and 
benefits conferred on your forefathers in the early 
ages of the world, those that are reserved for you, 
or your successors, are of a nature to be still more ^ 



* This fieems to be in substance admitted by Dr. Paley. la hi3 
JEvidences of Christianity, chap, vii., on the supposed effects of 
Christianity, he .says; *^The influence of religion is not to be 
sought fot in the councils of princes^ in the ,debates or resolutio;n8 
of popular assemblies^ in the conduct of governments towards their 
subjectfe, or states or sovereigns towards one another ; of conquerors 
at the head of their armies ; or of parties intriguing for power at' 
home:; (topics which alone almost occupy the attention and fill thp 
pages of history ;) but must be perceived, if perceived at all, in the 
silent course of private and domestic life." 

g3 
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hifilMy v^ued foy pious, and benevolent minds. 
If, thereforet Jehovah has suffered you to be 
afflicted more than any other nation, you may be 
assured that your afflictions are intended for your 
benefit, to render you worthy to be restored to 
the favour of God, and better qualified for the 
important duties and high honours that are des- 
tined fpr your nation, 

Cpncerning your future greatness, which your 
prophets always speak of as subsequent to the 
advent of the Messiah, the apostle Paul, a man of 
your own nation, and well read in the law and the 
prophets, speaJks decidedly : 

■** God hath nol cast away his people which he foreknew. 
I say then^ Have they stumbled that they shovM Jbll f God 
forbid : but rather through their fall^ salvation is come unto 
the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. Now, if the 
faU of them be the riches of the worlds and the diminishing 
qfikem the riches of the Gentiles, how much mere their 
Julness f For if the casting away of them be the recofic^ing 
of the world, what shall the receiving of them be^ but life 
Jrcan thedead.r Roin. xL 2, 11, 12, 16. 

!From this opinion, or prediction of the apostle 
Faul> taken in connexion with the predictions 
already quoted, concerning your fiature greatness, 
it seem^ reasonable to infer, that, by your long 
and unparalleled sufferings, the great Ruler of the 
world has been training you in the school of ad- 
versity, which may be considered as the school of 
wis4om« jfbr the^ exalted - honou^a ^nd ^^\^2^ 



duties, whibh^wqtilre' tli{» seVtet^ di^c{p»^y tiftjR'^ 
rendering yoii, as a natidny • inttrfel ^^ithfirf.^TSrfAe^I 
obeflient to the divine Will,' ml6i>ef'r]ft&t*fc; ^iftfertP^'^ 
Jowly in spirit, morse peaceable, yort wIlF fiicfeSi^- "^^^ 
rilybe better fitted to instruct Pagans in the patilfili '^^ 
piindples of the religion of Jesus, thati«iyctfthe?'^^ 
b^igerent aations of Eur6p»e; ^ These, ftom bfeiii^^^ 
by education imbued with Grecian and Homiff '^^ 
prirrdples, are r«idered averse to the humiiijttiii^ 
doctrines of forgiving insults and injuries, artd'^^ 
thfe n<Mi-resistaride of evil. You will tllso havie' k'^^ 
mu^h better cbunce than any Trinitarians of per- '^ 
suading Gentile nations to receive tfhe first 'fiiid'l 
great commandment, Hear^ O Israel, iSgc. This 
<*otmtimAmti\iy4nits^^^^t^^ all sfects^oif , 

Cferi*ti^svi^jeWti With pile single eS:cepti6rt'| "k^J. 
balf^i^h Tt6x^ ^thfeir comm union those who receiye^^^^ 
it iri jts pli^^^^ sense. You,therefoT:6fe,3-^ 

w|(lhay;e,4 much better chance than any of thefte'^^o 
tobpernuade; Gentile mtions that Jehovah is tbei^X, 
bk^edUTid only jptentate^ •^^? 

The fiimilarityi in-some particulars, betweeti thlS?^'^ 
history of some of your ancient and revered pro- 
ph^4i^m«'of Jfestiii^*!ititles/the li^^ 
aM-difi^ ^nliiMiott^Wt "ybut %3Mi}'^ ^"^ 

m^fti kritf.ill tM^ sitotf dia^ 

trtrth ['awd;4]^^^iB^K®wrsJ%^ 
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not cast off, but that you yet remain the highly- 
favoured of Jehovah ; chosen to be blessed 
yourselves ; chosen to be the honoured instruments 
of conferring blessings upon all the nations of the 
earth. 

Your history, when you shall be restored to the 
land of your forefathers, will afford such striking 
and overpowering testimony of the truth of th6 
Jewish and Christian revelations, in the won- 
derful fulfilment of a long series of prophecies, as 
to give you a decided advantage over all mis^ 
sionaries, and enable you to put to silence all 
cavillers and unbelievers. It will also exhibit 
such strong proofs of the paternal character of 
Jehovah your God, as to incline Gentile nations 
to believe that he is king over the whole earth ; 
that he is the blessed and only potentate ; and that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Prince of Peace : all 
these truths Christian nations practically deny. 
Unlike Christian missionaries, you will not have 
to encounter the scoffs and revilings of Gentile 
nations ; these will not reproach you for carrying 
war ^nd desolation to the most distant parts of 
the earth. Though at first you may have to en- 
counter opposition in establishing the first and 
great commandment in its plain and obvious 
sense> yet your final success is certain. They wUl 
take hold c^^the skirt of him that is a Jew^ sayings 
We will go with you, for we have heard that God 
^ is with you. 
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^ As Trinitarians declare themselves to be wor- 
shippers of Jehovah, or the one-living and true 
God, I shall, I am aware, be taxed with unfair- 
ness and misrepresentation in speaking of Trinita- 
rianism as Tritheism. To such Christians as, after 
diligent examination, believe that there are really 
three persons in the Godhead, it would be highly 
presumptuous, in any fallible being, to attribute 
the heinous sin of idolatry. But to those who, 
like your correspondent, not only disbelieve the 
existence of three separate persons in the God- 
head, but regard such a doctrine as subversive of 
the supremacy of Jehovah, and irreconcileable 
with the worship of the Father, (and Him only,) 
in spirit and in truth ; and consequently as irre- 
concileable with being true worshippers * of Je- 
hovah : to those who thus disbelieve, whether 
Jews or Christians, a high degree of criminality 
attaches, if, by their attendance, they give coun. 
tenance to doctrines they disbelieve; and not 
only this, but they ought to seize every proper 
opportunity of advocating the cause of divine 
truth, or of vindicating the honour of Jehovah, 
whatever obloquy, whatever ridicule, or whatever 
suffering they may be exposed to. 

If your Scriptures are misinterpreted by Chris- 
tians, or applied in a way you think derogatory 
to the honour of Jehovah, it surely becomes 
your duty, as the depositaries of the law, to in- 
struct them ; for in the excellent speech delivered 

* John It. «8. 
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by you, you say that you take it as adbmttedyiikdtfji 
the law was not made for Israel alone^ bwk^^i^yi 
the whole human race. Now Trinitarians, asyouA. 
probably are aware, apply Gen. i. 26, «* let us make^^ 
nnan in our own image," and also various texts- 
where the Hebrew word Elohim (Gods) is tised 
in speaking of Jehovah, to prove the doctrine of ^ « 
the Trinity. If this is not to be considotei*^ 
merely as the peculiar idiom of the Hebrew t 
language, which, I believe, is the general opinion • 
of learned Jews, it favours polytheism, and op* 
poses the first of all commandments, Hear^ O 
Israely &jc. This application of Elohim can > 
never, therefore, be admitted by a devout Jew;^^ 
and it becomes his duty to instruct his Christian 
brethren, who are taking so much pains to teach 
and to withdraw the sons of Israel from the faith 
of their forefathers, and leading them to embta6e;^ 
opinions which you consider as idolatrous. ' ^ 

If there is any truth in these remarks ; and . if / 
your nation is to convert all Gentile nations, td' ^ 
retnove their errors, and, with these, their crimes/J., 
and their miseries : if, in the seed of Abraham, -i^ 
all the nations of the earth are to be blesised : if," ^ 
also, the time of your redemption draweth »igh ;* ,„ 
it surely behoves the learned men of your imtionj -^"^ 
and particularly your leatned rabbin§, tOjgitiit,|^ 
the state of literary seclusion^ in which you-haVj€;i » 

* See Mr. Faber's ^Bernioii, p. m-^^^i Mt. F^ say tj dlnlliiijp^lo^'*'* 
thiriime, ^/e t* near^ hand, «•< iimm* <n tfuth/ aario h^ -cwii^MI^Tt# 
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so Jong reiqained, and to enter the field of friendly 
religious discussion with your Christian brethren. 
Among these, there are many entertaining the 
same sentiments as yourselves, concerning the 
unity and absolute supremacy of Jehovah, who 
would be glad to hear and answer your objections, 
to the Messiahship of Jesus. By such a line of 
conduct you may both give and receive benefit. 
You will be told by the orthodox, that the doc- 
trine of the Trinity is the current doctrine of the 
New Testiament, or Covenant ; that it is expressed 
or implied in almost every page ; that it is dme^ 
tailed into the sacred volume ; but a little patient 
examination will convince you that the reverse 
is true. * 



* In the New Testament^ there are seventeen passages wherein 
the Father is styled one w only God, and not a single passage in 
which the Son is so styled. Th^e are three hundred and twenty 
passages in which the Father is absolutely, and by way of eminence, 
trailed God ; whilst there is not one in which the Son is so called. 
.There are one hundred and five in which the Father h denominated 
God, with peculiarfy high titles and epithets, whereas the Son is not 
-once so, denominated. There are ninety passages wherein it is 
declared that all prayers and praises ought to he offered up to the 
Father, and that every thing ought to be ultimately directed to his 
honour and glory ; whilst of the Son no such declaration is ever 
made. There are thirteen hundred passages wherein the word 
God is mentioned, not one of which necessarily implies the existence 
of more than one person in the Godhead, or that this one is any 
t>ther than the Father. There are above three hundred passages 
wherein the Son is declared, positively, or by the clearest implica- 
tion, to be subordinate to the Father, deriving his being from Him, 
receiving from Hiv^hiS: dioine potper, and acting in all things accord^ 
tngto-Ms^m i -Seer att^ Amene^a tract entitled, ^Arguments in 
Favour of Unitarianism,' — The difficuUiei.AriMBg from thia aecu*- 
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In the discharge of the honourable duty you 
are destined to fulfil, you must lay your account 
with having much opposition and obloquy to 
encounter^ not only from your own nation, but 
from Christians ; not only from the ignorant, the 
interested, and the wicked, but from the learned^ 
the pious, and the well-intentioned. 

May Jehovah bless you, and bestow upon you 
the same spirit which he conferred upon your 
ancient prophets, the same spirit which he be* 
stowed upon Jesus and his apostles; not the 
spirit of fear ^ but the spirit of power, andqflove^ 
and of a sound mind ! However arduous the great 
duty you are destined to perform, yet, to stimulate 
you to exertion, you are assured, on the word of 
Jehovah, that you will finally succeed. Permit 
me, therefore, in concluding these letters, again to 
refer you to those cheering prophecies so often 
quoted ; and to intreat you to impress them upon 
the minds of your children ; to talk of them when 
you sit in the house, when you walk hy the way, 
when you lie down, and when you rise up. 



mulation of evidence, are got over by assuming, for no such doc- 
trine is stated by Jesus or his Apostles, that he possessed two 
natures ; that he was, at the same time, the great Jehovah, and k 
man liable to sufiTering, a man like unto his brethren. An impartial 
examination of the Christian Scriptures will probably convince yon, 
that they contain no such doctrine, at which reason stands agh^t^ 
and faith herself is half confounded. Of this opinion were Sir Isaac 
Newton, John Milton, John Locke, and a multitude of the most 
learned and zealous defenders of Christianity. 
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/ *^ Thu9 Mokih the Lord of Hosts : It shall yet come to pass, 
thai there shall come pecfk^ a/nd the inhabitants of m^iny 
cities : and the inhabitants of one city shaU go to another ^ 
saying ; Let us go speedily to pray before the Lord^ and to 
^eek the Lord of hosts : I will go also. Yea, many people 
and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of liosts in 
Jeribsalem^ and to pray before the Lord, Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts : In those days it shall come to pass, that ten 
fnsn shall take hold out of all the langv^iges of the nations, 
even of ifie skirt of him that is a Jew, saying; We will 
go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.'''' 

I cannot take my leave of you and your country- 
tnen without oflfering a few remarks on the pre- 
sent unfavourable crisis for addressing you. In a 
nation considered the most moral and religious of 
all nations, the inhabitants, instead of being ac- 
tuated by mutual principles of forbearance and 
brotherly love, are torn by dissensions, and divided 
into two hostile factions, animated with anti- 
christian feelings and principles. But their religion 
is not pure Christianity ; it is rather, if I may be 
permitted the expression, Christianity run mad : 
and it seems no unreasonable supposition that the 
same prindples from whence proceed the cries of 
Church and S^afe,Bnd No Popery, are nearly allied 
in origin to those of your forefathers when they 
cried, *Away with him, crucify him: And it is not 
a little singular that those who use them, avail 
theniselves of the same excuse for their violence. 
^ If we let them thus alone, the Romans will come, 
land take awa^y our place and nation: 
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-' We <»miiot doubt that many of fhose"^ho 
now vociferate No Popery, whether clergymen 6r 
laymen, collegians or mechanics, would, had they 
been placed in the same situation as the craftsmeti 
of Ephesus, have cried out. Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians ! Their principle of action is the same. 
To the credit of these men, it may be observed, 
that they have neither the hypocrisy nor the auda^ 
€ity to pretend that Christianity is in danger, by 
the proposed benevolent act of their sovereign aiift 
his servants. The great cry is^that the government 
by church and state is in danger. If you inquire 
of the oppressed Irish what this government ik, 
they will tell jrou that by it they have been worse 
dealt by than your forefathers in Egypt. The^ 
had the Jlesh-pots of Egypt and bread to the fiM^ 
but, though living in a land producing both in 
abundance, little have they tasted of either. The^ 
have been fed chiefly on the same food as thehr 
swine, and of this only a scanty supply, Th^ 
have been worse dealt by than the ox that treadetk 
out the corn. And now when, like the worm 
trodden upon, they turn again, the members and 
even some of the ministers of the Gospel of Pedie 
call out for the sword and the bayonet ; they have 
got, say they, the * vantage ground ' and they 
will keep it. But judge not, I pray you; 6f 
Christianity by the conduct of its professws, anjr 
more than of your own religion by the idoIa[tries 
of your forefathers. But their ways are not • tijie 
ways of wisdom, they are not the ways i^ jdt€^ 



jf^^iUSSynor thejr path$, the paths of peMC. To 

.po^py^pf them may properly be addressed the 

^i^guage of Isaiah to your forefathers^ ^^ Go unto 

Jfhi^ people f and say^ bearing ye shall hear^ and 

fih^all not understand ; and seeing ye shall see^ and 

not perceive. For the heart of this people is 

f^cuced gross f and their ears are dull of hearing, 

^^d their eyes have they closed; lest they should 

fee with, their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 

^understand with their hearts, and he converted, 

. ciff,d I should heal them'' That they are hastening 

the crisis they wish to avert, is evident to every 

perg(0n of intelligence and impartiality. 

,_ As one great end of Christianity is to render 

men more moral and religious, and consequently, 

^pre peaceable and easy to be governed ; and as 

,4^^se ends are now answered among dissenters, 

(^ho may be considered as the most peaceable of 

subjects,) and this without national expense, it 

.requires not the sagacity nor prescience of a 

v;Jpani^l to foresee (when these desirable' ends can 

^^e lanswered without expense) that some future 

^pi*ince,.^ bis qounsellors, either more deeply im- 

-biied with Christian principles, or altogether des- 

jtitute of thei)9, or pressed by necessity^ will 

remove their greatest bane^— the loaves and fishes. 

fWben this shall be. done, it may again be said of 

vCbristians ; * See how they love each other / * at 

P^^^P''^ you }nay with justice exclaim, * See 

Juyw they, hate each other ^^ Though I am far from 

l^^^g that J^e clergy are generally aetuated 
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by mercenary views, yet I run no risk in affirm- 
ing that our present danger of civil commotion 
could not have arrived had there been no loaves 
and fishes. But let neither the feuds of Christ- 
Jians nor their creeds, nor yet, let your own 
traditions, or your long-imbibed prejudices, inter- 
fere when you sit down to examine the evidenees 
of Scripture concerning the Messiahship of Jesu8» 
Whatever may be the conduct of those who are 
called after his revered name, he is still the 
'Messiah, the Prince of Peace, even though they 
should act as the demons of war and discord. 
. ' I intreat you, and my Jewish brethren, to acciept 
the sincere wishes of a humble individual that 
you may speedily be restored to the favour of 
Jehovah, and that the honours destined for tl& 
seed of Abraham may be more durable than has 
been your adversity. Accept also. Sir, n^y sincere 
wishes for your personal health and happiness ; 
and my assurances that I am, with mueh sdnceiity 
md respect. 

Your friend and humble servant, ^ 

THOMAS THRUSH- 



* Bjbils Vue, Harroaats^ 
March 6, 1899. 



97 



POSTSCRIPT. 

Since completing the preceding letter, (the others hang 
already printed,) I have read in the same paper which con- 
tained your excellent speech^ a notice that you intend, 
previous to your return to Florida, to publish a Plan Jbr 
the Abolition of Negro Slavery throu^iout the WorJd^ and 
u world on the Nature and Condition ^ Man, In both these 
works, to prejudge them by the contents of your speech, 
you will necessarily advocate the cause which yowr Messiah 
was to advocate, and which Jesus certainly did advocate* 
Of him, more than of any one who ever lived, it may be 
43aid, that Jehovah a/iuAnted him to preach glad tidkigs to 
the meeJci to bind up the broken-hearted; to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them 
thai are bound.* This, Sir, is a glorious cause, and I 
sincerely congratulate you and your brethren upon its 
, being taken up by one of the seed of Abraham so 
w^ll qualified to do it justice. When Jews and Christians 
«hail be guided by the same divine law, of doing Justh/^ 
loving mercy, and walking humbly before God; when 
they shall both worship the same God ; when they shall 
rival each other in obedience to the great command, Hear^ 
O Israel, S^c we may confidently hope they will go still ' 
further, and arrive at the same conclusion concerning the 
Messdah. If Jesus was not the true Messiah, the time 
of your restoration may be far, very far distant; and 
no polar star of prophecy to cheer you. If, on the 
contrary, you find that Jesus is the true Messiah, your 
redempti(»i may be considered as near at hand. Your own 
prophets hold out to you strong incitements to inquiry. 



* Isaiah Ixi. 1 — 5. 
H 
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Permit me, in addition to the cheering prophecies already 
quoted, to continue the quotation I have just made from 
your prophet Isaiah : " To proclaim the acceptable year of 
the LoRBy and the day qfvengeance of our God ; to comfort 
all that mourn. To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion^ 
to give unto them beauty Jbr a^hes^ the oil of joy for 
mournings the garment of praise Jbr the spirit of* heaviness ; 
that they might be called trees of righteousness^ the planting 
of the Lord^ that he might be glorified. And they sliall build 
the old wastes J they shall raise up the former desolations^ and' 
they shall repair the waste cities^ the desolations of many 
generations. And strangers shall stand and feed your 
flocks, and the sons of the alien shaU be your pkmgHmtt^^ 
a/nd your vine-dressers!^ 

I trust. Sir, that I may c<nisider your works as the 
harbingers of the fulfilment of these glorious tidings tu 
your long afi9icted nation ; or, rather, as the harbingers of 
those living waters that are to flow from J&rusalem^ and, . 
which, at no very distant period, are to produce tbea&. 
mighty changes. 

T. T; 
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Atu)M[6eimg^^Uws 4nd Chfistid^i^ Md^ the Kin^M . 
Head, in the Fcytdtry^ ^ JbUowin^ eMr(Uftdindt^ 
: 4md impressive Speech woA delivered by Mr. LevVj ff 
Fiorida.-'-'^e WonUD Ket»9pwper of May 28^ 18^ 

Mr. Levy saicl, ^' He was Ix^ppv tliat the discussions on this ques-* 
tio)! Were HoW nearly closed, ms ol&ject^ in the opening, had heeii 
to fihew, that the lawwias designied to furnisb man imiversall^ with 
a motive of adtion altogether independent of any which Jiie own . 
nature was capahle of famishing, iot the purpose of regenM^tui^ or 
ultimately restoring him to his original perfection, through the foliar 
opet'atioli of the Word of God. ^ one had attempted to dispute 
the position he had laid down, or the arguments hy which he had 
sou^t to support aiid illustrate it, and tnerefore he presumed he 
might take it as admitted, that the law was not made for Israel 
alone, hut for the whole human race. Some of his Christian friend^ 
had argued that the atonement was the end of the law, aiid that 
withcmt that, there could he no justification for sin ; hut he contend- 
ed, that the doctrine of die incarnation which characterised the 
Christian dispensation, must he shewn to stand on its own evidence, 
before it could derive any support ftom the Old Testament, and then 
must be admitted to form part of the whole economy of salvation, an& 
not the sole end of the tWvine law. It had been argued, that with- 
out the atonement there could be no justification, but Deut. vi. 25 
led to a different conclusion : ^' And it shall be our righteousness, 
if we observe to do all these commandments before the Lord out God, 
as he hath commanded us." The woird righteousness there Was used 
in the same sense as the phrase justification in the New Testament ; 
it was to be our justification or righteousness, if we observed 
the law. But it had been said, Ihat no one could in all respects 
keep the law, and he admitted it. It was ne^cetsary diat for thof 

H 2 
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poiMs of jiutiScatioa or ridLteoiuness, w«, fibouH ob««rr«. ittf 
vkSe (^ 1^ MtnmoikftnnU, and tut MmmaiMtawurif ; for if we Imkc 
ed to die origliialr the woxd w«nld be found nmnSs nil, «(&'ea^ 
' AMUftxXb ID t&A ■uifoltf, and not ill the pltuvl, u trsndated. Lead* 
ing w dii* oondiuiini, that it was not the ohsaTancw td tU Am 
«Mnniui4nieDta which wm necesury to jnttificatian, hn^ an-iw- 
bitnal deuTc to dg the coniaandmait or the will of God, in nwy 
ihing, tlut being the aim and end of the law. I'hnefore it im 
«TidBUt he was not arsuing, that if a peraon did the will «f tiod lU 
one part of the law, ne night, therefore, violate the raat. Willi 
teference to ihe original dik-penaation, his Mend Mr. Carpesta; bed 
argued that Adam muet have been placed under some further lari 
dun that which r^arded the fruit ot the tree. But he (Mr. h.) de- 
nied thp pOEition, because the Bible gave that as the only law ; anA 
b^iu« we, in our d^raded state, could not jud^ of thepv&ctuB 
of Ailam, at the period refeired to, as was evident from thft^ioif 
change in his situation, indicated in the sacred nartatiTe, HiMt 
iinm ^lately after this fall "he knew that hems nsketL" Tbtb 
circumBtsnce Ehewed, that all the pasaiona ot tosn, eiMt^ the MbonoU 
which he possessed, were entirely absorbed in tbjt lare tit hia Murii> 
the end aiid aim of hia ciwation. Whta that was loit, he wari 
characterised as being under the contfol af lus pEtdayuttntfiwsiOBii 
It had also been ar^^ed by the same gentlanan, that immsdiAte^ 
ailu- the fall, a ncv dispenaation had been mtTMlwied, tbr pi<aaf a^ 
which had been founded on Gen. ill. U: ".^ull triUpnt etmia^ 
between thee and ihe woman, and baween thy seed aadi her Mtt^p ' 
itshftUbnuse thyhead, and thou ahalt bruise boa heel}" bat- ibatt 
wonld hj no means substantiate the doctriae, bnE thrai^gkllK 
medluni of a glbsb, or accommodation, to the fact, ebewhen* dca^pb 
rerealed. At the aome time, he could not helnohaerritig, tbat^.w 
^e phrase " seed of the woman" was to b» leiened to one pemoi^ 
■o must the phram, " seed of the aerpoit" (cfer to one also. ■Oteti^ 
other hand, it had been argued, that the ipnj was a mere aerpen^ forE 
oQwrwiae the real agent, who wai the devil, escaped the pniiMki'' 
went, which fell upon the paasive instnunent, the reptile ; ttf '^thilp 
however, he would lav, whenbelodced into the creatiMi, vtt'V^ 
fiarded the diSfereot desaes of aiumals, he conki not but thii^ ^tbati 
iDsteadof jbeing arbitrarily Otented in their d^erent orderii • and" 
that withot^t^any dwg^ — oc a<»M>rding to inera diancd,— ^ey lunW' 
bAyebeen creneii after tlic pattern of Korae £upeiiorpowe«d,'*<]n'tiwi 
" of whom they existed; in which ca» the se^^t Wodld'HU 
represealativeaf its archetype, who eqtuJJT "With itarifjl b t it li i 
. the degradation. With referencs to aMiiflMs, lt'4laU ^beltifs 
ajrgued, that they were prescribed to Adam,'M Ow-'tniiy tiMhoi'vf> 
n-piating Bin ; but if so, and the establisbmcAt Uf the storiMDeW' 
were the end of the law, where hail been die neMuitytbr 'AH^I^fr* 
tKK^UCtion of tl)elatler? Thai, indccil, he fcared.WMb ne»af tttd* 
rof|tl)is,too widely entertained in the Christian world, snd'iiendC^llklf''f 
^uuMffi ;«>„ opmntnly. ^rawn :l)etw«tfi teafOaa and ' pidifrfV ^#ii 
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trplriti&iih and teebpoiiils^ as thottgli they could exist iudSepetnAm^ 
of each other ; w^efeas they were as closdy «iid 1fft!inatel)r'i»Q)wa 
alB th^ body and the soul^ the one famished tlie field of tetidn Axr 
the oiher. To his Christian friends he would say^ bear frilli m, 
my feUow-believers^ my breiliren^ my dear brethren^ whilst i ctodea^ 
mir^ in candour and sincerity^ to point out your defects. - His ol^eet 
was not to draw an invidious comparison in what he might say^ but 
only to shew the great and appalling differenee which existed 
between the present state of society in the Christian worid^ and that 
whidb was found in Israel, when governed by a law, suited t6 
the nature and exigences of human society, originating in a (Hbine, 
Instead of a human authority. 

*^ If the doctrines of Christianity were true, he would contend that 
&ere did not, in reality, exist a Christian nation. Was it not 
manifi^t that religion was one thing, and legislation andther h-^ 
legislation found^ on what? On the Roman laws; on humab 
wisdom; intrigue, chicanery, and cunning. Could die operatkm 
of the one be compatible with the existence and growth of the 
odier ? But lame as the laws might be, were they avulable to 9II 
classes of people alike ? No : the poor were excluded from thei^ 
benefit. Ui^le^s the suitor had ten, fifteen, or twenty poimds, ti 
enforce his right, he was precluded from the attainment of jufticef' 
In what circumstances were the widow, the orphan, and me op-^ 
pres^, placed under such a system -of monopoly ? They were 
driven to take the law in their own hands ; and what was the con^ 
sequence ? Let the calendar answer the question. The number' q( 
births in the metropolis were about 30,000 in the year, and the 
amount ef individuals sentenced to fransportation, exceeded 5,466 
during the same period. The number of families were abon^ 
^0,000, and the number of females whose mode of life disgraced^ 
the streets^ was between 60,000 and 70,000. If there were an] 
Isaiah now to proclaim the i^ns of those who professed to bdieyc^ 
and govern themselves by the word of God, would he not raise h^k' 
voice* and Hf cuse them of sins greater than characterised hU na^^ 
t;oA ( !0i|., tha -eve - of her destruGtiou ? " How is the faithfU t^tf} 
beopite^anhadDt! it was full of judgment; righteousness lo^ed^ 
in it ; 4wt now. murderers. -. Thy olTer is beoonie dx^m ; thy wiH§f 
mi;iu^wtth.wat<sr;thy nrinces are rebellious, and compatioiis-of 
thji^vjes^^very^onetlovethgifts^andfolloweth iifrer rewards'; iS^[ 
judge |iot.th^.iath«rle8s>. neither doth> the cause of the \iHdow. isoftftf' 
uuto tbfiiD.'' And ifsuch: were ibe case in that which might i^My 
b^.9ai4tiAbeilh(>ji90fitj:jpM8xhaso<'^tryln Burepe, wharshOim Iw^' 
si|i4 0f Fmuce, (^ BpaiB/:of>^P•rtt]^ly of Italy; the Greeksy-^he' 
Qf^ts^itjb^ deeded Abypsinldftis? liBut; what were thejrto etpeef 
b)it#uch< Astate of tlBngSj(:wbeiij the^ looked itltoi^ lihe syStc^ti 'df ^ 
edupatibn^wihkh^wfire adeptcsL^lvSTas it notabsuird «0 suppoie; thatt' 
aftif^r tMtiSg Oiemilid inloHhef^mbuld of Hdath^' priricipl^,-^: 
foiv|er4iigsthe]afQ«liQn» aooordi^ t^ths um«m&M *' tiiiet'^ikt^^ 
int^ l^ffiipd the. 4>hiaene4priaciples -ct ^Ij^Mem; and firilM^-S 
with emulation, ambition, and vain-glory ; was it not absurd to 



flmqnw> ^tbi)t 4ke pfrinoipleB (^ -revelation would have thetjt.Ji^ 
eroct/in producing obedience to the will of God? In the isic^^lr 
vaam, Homer, Vireil, Ovid^ Hdrece, and the like> were ^lA- 
itructen^the youtafol mind, in temporal matters and the prin-^ 
cipieB of taste ; and on his entrance into the world, the Bihle waa 
pKseftled to hia acoeptance, for the purpose of spiritualising the 
principles previously generated. Was it necessary to say that.aa 
iBoastEous a system necessarily effected that divorce between seenb- 
kr and spiritual thkigs to which he had referred ? Now to institatc; 
the^sbmpariSKm of which he had spoken, it would be neceissary ^to 
refer to that insiffnificant people, as regarded numbers, the Hotuie 
of Israel. To them a small portion of land was allotted, up^ 
whose inhabitants they were to make war, on the ground of ^ir 
extreme -and unconquerable depravity ; but beyond that they-^erf 
testPflined. Thus ambition was limited, and even the extermmju^ng 
ravages of war were hallowed by the word of God. To restrain "Jthe 
OKoesBes, which to this day disgraced the most civilized counjbia^ iix 
taking a town by storm, a law was ordained that the womeH 9^ 
children, that is, persons beneath the age of twenty, were to remain, 
tunnolested. Thus the savage disposition of man was d:ietj^<i^ 
and the direful ravages of war restrained by the deliberation, wixicti. 
the law required in a victorious soldier. By the divisions of laii4 
into dmall ^rtions among the families, and the admirable institutipo 
ef the Jubilee, by which all debts were cancelled, and all landpl 
propterty which had been alienated, reverted to its original posn 
aessor, the extremes of poverty and riches were prevented. Ta 
prefvent the abuse of power, which the accumulation of riches g^ves 
nse to, it was rendered obligatory on them to lend to the necea^ 
flitouB, without receiving any benefit in the shape of interest or 
otherwise. With regard to the institution of the Levites, it$ adoyph. 
tfon was calculated to produce the most salutary efifeets on 909itety. 
The Levites received tithes, it was true, but were the case prqp^^. 
dnmined, it would be found to be very different to the tiStiji^ 
system of the present da^. As one of the twelve tribes, the hioifM 
of Levi was entitled to its share of the land, but the^ aaoe^^L^^^ 
efiice of its members having deprived them of that, and their, whij]e 
time being devoted to the service of God, they were to receiiVi^„a 
tendi of the produce, which, in point of fact, was only their ffivff^ 
share, had they been placed in the ssune circumstances as the owfff 
tribeli. Nor were the tithes to be regarded as a mere oompensajtu^ 
for tibe labours of the Levltea ; they were religious oblatioitej^ ai^^ 
as stMch ware presented by* the people. In like manner the jLiOT^tipt 
s^tred, whether in the temple or ,in teaching; the children c£^^ 
people, not in consequence of any remuneration, but because it y^ 
tile office to which they had been called by the Lord. Thus, ih^ 
twelfth part of the people were the appointedT teachers of .the ic^ 
and the children, whether poor or nch, received all necessary .ii)« 
atmctien, not at the hand of hirelings, but at the hand of Feli|iqi|f 
ttBBcheni, under the opevation of la motive iur^isbed lnj^ jm^^ 
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cQtfamaAdtinmt. The Levite therefore taught, and the child lewned^ 
«eQii &tty uttder the itiffuence of a religious motive. 
^ Wlieii' they looked at their religious institutions, they were equal- 
ly'stinc^ with the wi'sdora of the divine appointment. For instance, 
hi'1bi«'|if^cal}drities, the Israelite was operated upon by- thus best, 
allfections to the whole human race ; for the separation and institu;- 
tibus ot his taation were manifestly for no other purpose than to: 
•dIKMft the regeneration of all mankind ; thus be became identified 
Mth their condition. Again, if they ttnmed their attention to the* 
i^emal operations of those institutions, they would find them pro* 
•dfidiig the same result amos^ themselves. Three times in the year- 
iMt they reouired to unite as one family in Jerusalem. Iraagpna*. 
iion only eould present the picture in the vivid colours of reality. 
Let them conceive of the families of one town or village, oensiating 
<lf' parents and children, betrothed youths, supporting the aged, 
iparching forward in exultation at the anticipated pleasure; — to whact: 
vlace? to Jerusalem, the mountain of the Lord's nouse, the habita*-. 
nt/A of his holiness. The poor and the rich, the master and ther 
fSave, and even the etranger, sympathizing in the same feelingsv and: 
bknishing all distinctions, regard^ each other as- members of thr 
sAme family. Let them imagine to themselves the group of one 
iHUDlage joining on the way &eir kindred and Mends resident in 
itilother, and renewing that interchange of affection which the 
icbsenee of months had but tended to strengthen. And what waa. 
the occasion of all that bliss ? To appear b^ore the Lord ! Thus^ 
ifk every call, in every social duty, in every political relation;, 
ill every temporal interest, the word of God was the spring^ 
of action, and the cement which united them together. The. 
fKone principle was to be found in their judicial system, their- 
^soorts of justice were open to all; the poor and the stranger, as'weli 
as the rich and the home-bom, could obtain redress ; the witness 
^ve his evidence, the judge pronounced the sentence, and the exe* 
«iitioner inflicted the punishment, all on the mere ground of its 
being the command of God. Thus, the word of God was the instru- 
lAe'nt of man's generation, in every action of life. It was not to be 
imagined, however, for a moment, that it was by a mere act of obe- 
•dience, in the discharge of the obligations which the law enjoined, 
ihat the people were to obtain the righteousness of that law ; because 
that would be to make it result f^om works which must necessarily 
be imperfect ; it was the result only of a faith which grasped the 
entire purpose of the law, in the establishment of the word of God^ 
as the sole and constant rule of action. Thus did Solomon in Prov. 
vf . 33, compare the command to a ktmp, and the law to the light 
The command, in reality, operated but as a preventative, a stay, or 
a curb, to prevent a person firom sliding backwards, and die revealed 
will of God wa« the only operator to impel him forward in the road 
to perfection. " Thus, iti Psalm xix. 8, it was said, " The statutes of 
the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart ;" but it was necessary to 
remark that the wordrendmd statutes was, nip3> from ipiy, wnidi 
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signified to remember^ to reckon, an overseer, not wanting, &€. and 
thus represented the true office of a command^ namdy^ to restrain ; 
and that it was so regarded by Israel^ they had only to refer to an oc« 
cnrrence narrated in the mishna, the treatise on rosh hasana, or on the 
new year, cap, 2. sect, 8. Two witnesses appeared before the Sanhe- 
drim to testify that they had seen the new moon of the month wherein 
tiie day of atonement fell. Rabbi Hanina, the son of Dosa, who was 
an astronomer, contradicted the fact from calculations he had made ; 
but Rabbi Gamaliel, the prince of the Sanhedrim, having heard the 
objections, ordered Rabbi Hanina to appear before him on the day 
whereon the day of atonement fell, according to his own astrono- 
mical calculations, with his travelling staff and knapsack. The 
Rabbi obeyed, on the ground of obedience to the law, which re- 
<)mred that where the Sanhedrim ruled a question, it became law. 
When he appeared before Cramaliel, the pnnce rose and saluted him 
thus : '^ Peace be unto you, my master, and my disciple ; my master 
in wisdom ; my disciple, because you have obeyed my command." 
Whence it was evident, that the Sanhedrim was governed by faith 
in the law, and not by the testimony of their own senses. The 
Sanhedrim might mistake, but still that would not alter the prin- 
ciple ; their decision was received by faith in the commandment ; 
they did not l^slate in addition to the law, but merely expounded 
ite details, and applied it in particular cases. It was, therefore, on 
the ground of that possibility of mistake, that the oral decisions 
should not be committed to writing ; that was, lest the erroneous 
decisions of any Sanhedrim, destitute of the Holy Spirit, should be 
transmitted to posterity. Thus he had endeavoured to shew, that 
the design of tne law was to create a field of action in every occur- 
rence of life, for the exercise of faith in the word of God ; and that 
to separate roiritual concerns from temporal duties, was at complete 
variance with the object of revelation, and tended to counteract the 
purposes of God." 



FINIS. 



•(Thomas WiUoimnd Son*^ High-Outegate, York.) 



•Jt^ 






' •■ 



t • 



4 




^ 





•jt.; 



^il^ 



\A 




■•^Ji*.- . -V Z'r 



1 



